18  years 


of  service  to  numismatics 


Volume  17  Number  5 ISSN:  0197-3088  Price  ....  One  Dollar 


— ” 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

FEATURES 

A View  of  Hope  for  the  Specialist,  by  Randolph  Zander  167 

Byzantine  Emperor  Anastasius  - He  Favored  Monophysitic 

Heresy,  by  Lee  Grossman  163 

Coinage  in  the  Balkans,  1919-1939,  by  John  DeMarais  152 

Dating  Systems  on  Coins  Since  1000  A.D.  - Additions  and 

Corrections,  by  Thomas  P.  Rockwell  136 

The  Madagascar  1883  5 Francs  Varieties, 

by  Carl  F.  Chirico  3 Jr.  165 

Madinat  al-Mahdiya,  by  Fatehali  Kala  Sidi  159 

Ismailis  and  Fatimids,  by  Peter  J.  Seaby  161 

DEPARTMENTS 

Book  News  168 

Book  Reviews  170 

Contents  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection  169 

From  the  Mailbox 133 

INFORMATION,  Please  - Replies  132 

Member  Notice  Page 176 

INSIDE  N. I . 

Best  Article  of  the  Year  Award  Funded 132 

Donations  Report  131 

Librarian's  Report 131 

Membership  Chairman's  Report  131 

OTHER  ITEMS 

Coins  Date  Paper  Money 176 

Denominations -i 166 

Estanci  a . 164 

NICARCHUS,  A Little-Known  King  of  PAE0NIA,  by  Larry  Devine  --  166 

"No  Hiding  Place  Down  Here",  by  Randolph  Zander  164 

Numismatic  Notes  on  Poland  158 

Numysteries  Revisited,  by  Granvyl  G.  Hulse3  Jr.  135 

On  Plated  Coins  of  Quietus  & Macrianus,  by  Larry  Devine  176 

The  South  Sea  Bubble,  Collectors  Research  Ltd.  151 


^ 


Copyrighted  by  Numismatics  International,  P.O.  Box  30013,  Dallas,  Texas,  USA 


MAY  1983 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 


JACK  E.  LEWIS 

Chairman  & Past -President 


PHILIP  L.  LAWRENCE 

President 

Phone  - 214-690-9678 

DON  C.  DOUGLAS 

Secretary 

C.  C.  ANDREWS 

At-Large  Director 

WILLIAM  E.  BENSON 
MARVIN  L.  FRALEY 
ROSS  SCHRAEDER 
JOHN  E.  VANDIGRIFF 


JOHN  DEMARAIS 
Vice-President 
Phone  - 214-350-9697 

WM.  B.  THOMPSON 

Treasurer 

ROBERT  W.  RICHTER 

At-Large  Director 

KARY  T.  EDWARDS 
CHARLES  MUCHMORE,  JR. 
ELMORE  B.  SCOTT 
CARL  YOUNG 


Past-Presidents 


APPOINTED  STAFF 


Curator,  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 
Philip  L.  Lawrence 

Curator,  JOHN  GRAVES  MEMORIAL 
PAPER  MONEY  COLLECTION 
David  Block 
P.  0.  Box  12473 
Gainesville,  Florida  32602 

Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 

Marvin  L.  Fraley 
2813  - 57th  St. 

Lubbock,  TX  79413 
Phone  - 806-795-7623 

Article  Editor,  NI  BULLETIN 
Fred  Drost 
110  Ridgefield  St. 

Meriden,  Connecticut  06450 
Phone  - 203-235-7565 

Index  Compiler,  NI  BULLETIN 
Sydney  W.  Beaney 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 


Librarian,  NI  LIBRARY 
Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

30  Pleasant  St. 

Colebrook , N.H.  03576 

Librarian,  NI  CATALOG  SUB-LIBRARY 
Donald  H.  Mead 
323  N.  Estelle 
Wichita,  Kansas  67214 

Mail  Bid  Sales 
Carl  Young 
P.  0.  Box  1836 
Dallas,  TX  75221 

NI  Publications  Chairman 
Randolph  Zander 

Photographer,  NI  BULLETIN 
Dick  Hanscom 
P.  0.  Box  2832 
Fairbanks,  Alaska  99707 

Publicity  Chairman 
Stuart  T.  Eisen 
Phone  - 301-530-5400 


NI/OIN  INTERNATIONAL  ADVISORY  BOARD 


JOSEPH  A.  FRANTZ 
ABE  KOSOFF 
DOLORES  DAVIS 
CLYDE  HUBBARD 


RUSSELL  RULAU 
MIGUEL  L.  MUNOZ 
DON  BAILEY 
ANGELITA  G.  LEGARDA 


Correspondence  should  be  directed  to  those  persons  and  addresses  above 
for  departments  indicated.  All  other  correspondence  should  be  mailed 
direct  to  NUMISMATICS  INTERNATIONAL,  P.  0.  BOX  30013,  DALLAS,  TX  75230. 

PUBLICATION  DEADLINE:  The  Friday  following,  the  first  Wednesday  of  each 

month  is  the  deadline  for  submitting  material  for  the  following  month's 
issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 


130 


INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


May  1983  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  July 
1,  1983,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

1986  ETC  Evan  L.  Lay,  CPO  Mess,  USS  Puget  Sound  (4D-38),  FPO, 

New  York  09544 

(Coins  of  Roman  Emperor  Gordian  III,  World  to  1950) 

1987- MT  G.  N.  Robbins,  1212  Pine  Ave.  West,  Apt.  1902,  Montreal, 

Quebec,  Canada  H3G  1A9  — (World) 

1988- MT  Gene  F.  Haberstich,  907  E.  Reynolds  St.,  Goshen,  Inc.  46526 

(World) 

1989- MT  Robert  J.  Mross,  10226  Black  Mtn.  Rd.  #79,  San  Diego,  CA  92126 

(Italian  States,  German  States,  Medieval,  Spain  & Portugal) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT : We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 
received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation  Preference  of  Use 


FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 
HULSE,  Granvyl 
L0MPA,  Gustav 
K00NTZ,  L.  Donald 
KRANEVELD,  Peter 
RADWAY,  Lawrie  C. 
WILLIAMS.  Richard 


$500.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
$5.00  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 
9 Coins  (NVS) 
$1 . 50  Cash 
$10.00  Cash 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor 


General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 

Augusta  Szego 

SCHRATZ,  WILHELM.  Muthmassliohe  Zutheilung  dev  Regensbuvgev  Gemein- 
sohaftsmunzen  von  Mitte  dev  11,  bis  Mitte  des  13.  Jahvhundevts. 

1982  reprint  of  1890  pub.,  21pp,  w/plates.  A study  of  the  joint 
coinages  or  convention  money  issued  by  the  Dukes  of  Bavaria  and 
the  Bishops  of  Regensburg  between  mid-eleventh  and  mid-thirteenth 
centuries.  (Reviewed  in  Book  Reviews  section  this  issue). 

NI  Purchases 

B0UDEAU,  E.  Catalogue  Geneval  Illustve  de  Monnaies  Fvancaises 
(Pvovinoiales) . Pub.  1970,  31 3pp , w/line  drawings  and  maps. 

French  feudal  coinage. 
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ZAY , ERNEST.  Eistoire  Monetaire  Colonies  Francoises.  Reprint  of 
1892  pub.  380pp , illus.  Supplement  26pp,  illus.  The  major  work 
on  French  colonial  coins  based  on  official  documentation. 

HENNIN,  MICHEL  D.  Histoire  Numismatique  de  la  Revolution  Franc- 
aise.  Modern  reprint  of  1826  pub.  Two  volumes.  Vol . I - Text 
705pp.  Vol.  II  - 95  plates.  Standard  reference  on  the  coins 
and  medals  of  the  French  Revolution. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  the  Library  would  also  like  to  thank 
Sanford  J.  Durst  for  his  donation  of  additional  material  to  the  Library 

III.  For  those  NI  members  with  the  ability  to  read  Persian  (Farsi),  we 
have  a series  of  pamphlets  published  privately  by  Mohammad  Moshiri 
relative  to  Iranian  coinage.  Though  not  of  great  value  there  is  one 
which  has  a useful  bibliography  of  works  printed  in  Farsi  which  might 
be  of  help  to  the  researcher.  Our  thanks  to  Stephan  Album  for  his  as- 
sistance in  translating  the  titles  and  providing  information  as  to 
their  contents. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 
Librarian 

***** 


BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR  AWARD  FUNDED 


A fund  has  been  set  up  to  generate  revenue  for  an  award  to  be  presented 
annually  to  the  author  of  the  best  article  printed  in  the  NI  BULLETIN. 
Suggestions  are  requested  from  the  membership  as  to  naming  the  award 
and  method  of  selection  of  the  winning  author.  If  you  have  any  ideas 
or  suggestions,  please  drop  a note  to  the  Dallas  address. 

********************************************************************** 
INFORMATION,  Please  - REPLIES 

The  INFORMATION,  Please  medal  on  page  85  of  the  March  1983  NI  BULLETIN 
reads  KAIKEI  KENSA-IN  CHOSA  (Audit  Board  Office  Building)  down  the  cen- 
ter, with  "Showa  13th  year  5th  month"  (May  1938)  in  small  characters  at 
the  bottom.  The  two  pairs  of  characters  at  right  and  left  read  SHUNKO 
KINEN  (Completion  Commemorative).  Although  I cannot  see  the  identify- 
ing characters  anywhere  in  the  photo,  it  was  most  likely  struck  at  the 
Osaka  Mint.  I cannot  find  any  mention  of  the  completion  of  this  build- 
ing in  my  books  of  that  period,  but  it  does  seem  an  imposing  edifice, 
worthy  of  such  a medal. 


Joseph  E.  Boling 
Monterey,  California 


Regarding  the  oriental  medal  (March  1983  N I BULLETIN,  p.  85),  I showed 
the  picture  to  the  Japanese  wife  of  a friend  of  mine.  She  says  it  is 
a Japanese  medal  commemorating  the  completion  of  the  Financial  Inspec- 
tion Building,  presumably  in  Tokyo,  in  May  1936. 

Paul  de  Groot 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Corments  on  two  articles  in  March  1983  issue 


As  to  the  article  on  the  Massacre  of  the  Huguenots,  history  is  not 
silent  about  its  background  and  principal  victims.  It  was  a very 
clever  and  quite  successful  plot  by  queen-mother  Catherine  de  Medicis 
and  the  Duke  of  Guise  (head  of  the  Catholic  party)  with  the  connivance 
of  the  weak  king  of  France  to  murder  the  leaders  of  the  Huguenots. 

The  occasion  was  the  marriage  of  king  Henry  of  Navarre  (the  later  king 
Henri  IV  of  France)  with  the  sister  of  the  king  of  France.  Henry  was 
of  course  the  leader  of  the  Protestant  party  and  so  all  the  principals 
of  that  party  also  came  to  Paris  to  the  wedding.  Most  perished  in 
the  massacre  including  the  High  Admiral  of  France,  de  Coligny.  Henry 
was  saved  through  the  intervention  of  his  new  wife. 

In  the  Roettiers  story,  the  second  paragraph  on  Philippe  is  confusing. 
Part  of  the  confusion  is  taken  away  by  the  next  page  where  John  right- 
fully claims  the  medal  mentioned  under  his  father.  But  the  other 
medal  named,  if  it  was  for  the  king  of  England,  it  was  not  for  James 
II,  who  became  king  in  1685,  after  his  brother  Charles.  I look  for- 
ward to  the  rest  of  the  story. 


Paul  de  Groot 
Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada 


Reader  states  Zeppelin  article  best  of  1983  and  adds  information 

I read  with  interest  the  article  on  the  Graf  Zeppelin  by  Walter  Bergman 
{NIB,  Feb.  1983,  pp39-45).  Here  is  the  complete  background  history  be- 
hind a numismatic  item.  There  is  more  information  in  this  article  than 
can  be  found  in  most  encyclopedias  and  books  on  the  subject  of  the 
zeppelins.  Count  Zeppelin,  other  people  involved  in  the  zeppelins  and 
places  and  dates  concerning  the  German  airships. 

I think  that  more  articles  of  this  type  and  calibre  would  make  the  NIB 
one  of  the  leading  publications  in  numismatics  (if  only  people  could 
be  persuaded  to  write  them!).  I already  think  that  the  NIB  if  one  of 
the  best,  but  more  articles  like  this  would  make  it  the  best  in  other 
critics'  opinions.  His  article  should  be  nominated  as  one  of  the  best 
for  1983,  if  not  the  best;  but  we  will  have  to  wait  and  see  what  else 
is  published  this  year. 

This  type  of  article  is  a refreshing  change  from  the  usual  ones  on  die 
varieties,  errors,  lists  of  dates  and  values,  weights  and  sizes  of 
coins.  Here  is  a real  story,  not  a set  of  statistics. 

Walter  Bergman  writes  about  only  the  coins  which  depict  zeppelins.  I 
think  that  the  readers'  attention  should  be  brought  to  the  fact  that 
zeppelins  appear  on  other  items  too.  The  numismatic  story  would  not 
be  complete  without  at  least  a brief  description  of  these  other  items 
which  are  collectibles: 

1)  Postage  stamps.  Many  countries,  including  the  U.S.A.,  have  is- 
sued postage  stamps  which  picture  zeppelins.  Most  of  these, 
like  the  coins,  are  expensive. 
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2)  Post  cards.  There  are  many  post  cards  from  many  countries  which 
depict  zeppelins.  These  range  from  fairly  common  to  rare. 

3)  Postal  stationery.  These  include  special  envelopes  depicting 
zeppelins,  or  actual  stationery  from  the  zeppelins  themselves, 
as  well  as  envelopes  with  zeppelin  postage  stamps  or  other 
stamps  which  were  postmarked  by  the  zeppelins  themselves,  or 
have  commemorative  postmarks  issued  by  different  countries, 
including  the  U.S.A.  (Nearly  all  of  these  are  scarce  and  ex- 
pensive.) 

4)  Paper  Money.  As  far  as  I know,  the  zeppelin  or  another  airship 
is  depicted  only  on  one  Chinese  note,  among  the  notes  issued  for 
general  circulation  by  countries;  but  I do  know  of  at  least  two 
pieces  of  German  notgeld  which  actually  depict  zeppelins. 


Note  a. 
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Note  b. 
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a)  A 50-pfennig  note  from  Friedrichshafen,  good  to  1 August 
1920.  This  is  the  city  where  the  zeppelins  were  actually 
built  and  tested,  and  the  note  depicts  a zeppelin  flying 
over  Friedrichshafen,  with  the  shores  of  Lake  Constance 
(called  "Bodensee"  in  German)  at  the  right.  Friedrichs- 
shafen  was  in  Wiirttemberg  until  1945  , now  it  is  in  Baden- 
Wljrttenberg.  It  is  located  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Constance, 
14  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Konstanz  (which  also  has  not- 
geld),  on  the  border  between  Germany  and  Switzerland. 

b)  A 50-pfennig  note  from  Bitterfeld,  June  1921,  which  depicts 

two  airships:  The  "Zeppelin"  and  the  "Parseval". 

John  G.  Humphris, 

Sidney,  Ohio 

********************************************************************** 


NUMYSTERIES  REVISITED 

by  Granvyl  G.  Hulse 3 Jr.  3 Colebrook3  N.H.  NI  # 351 
All  Rights  Reserved 

In  the  late  1960's  there  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  the  Whitman 
Numismatic  Journal , and  later  in  1970  in  the  English  magazine  Coins 3 
a series  of  short  articles  titled  NUMYSTERIES.  These  were  written 
during  the  period  when  my  hobby  was  collecting  mintmarks.  As  any 
avid  collector  of  foreign  coins  will  know  mint  records  are  not  always 
available  and  thus  if  your  interest  in  a coin  extends  to  where  it  was 
struck  or  who  designed  it  you  will  find  more  than  once  that  you  have 
a numismatic  mystery  on  your  hands.  So  did  I and  thus  the  series  of 
articles.  They  were  written  in  the  vague  hope  that  some  one  among 
the  readers  would  know  the  answer  and  take  the  time  to  write  a letter 
to  the  Editor  providing  the  details. 

It  has  been  seventeen  years  since  the  first  NUMYSTERIES  appeared.  Since 
that  time  the  numismatic  world  has  reaped  the  benefit  of  a lot  of 
very  fine  research  and  it  may  be  that  what  was  then  unknown  is  now 
very  well  known. 

In  the  last  year  Fred  Drost  our  Article  Editor  has  resumed  work  on 
a manuscript  relating  to  mints  and  mint  marks  and  has  asked  me  to 
resurrect  my  old  series  to  see  if  some  of  our  readers  can  help  him 
find  the  answers  to  where  some  of  the  coins  were  struck. 

With  all  of  the  above  being  the  long  way  around  to  explain  what  this 
and  the  forthcoming  articles  will  be  all  about  let  us  go  on  to  the 
first  question,  which  appeared  earlier  in  the  Whitman  Numismatic  Jour- 
nal3  September  1967: 

In  the  early  1800 ' s private  American  mints  were  often  asked  to  strike 
coins  for  foreign  countries.  Two  examples,  very  possibly  related, 
were  the  1820  Reaals  and  the  1822  Stuivers  of  Curacao.  According  to 
one  source  these  issues  were  struck  by  one  or  more  firms  in  the  United 
States  by  order  of  a Willemstadt  shipyard  owner,  Mr.  Joseph  Foulke. 
Other  sources  seem  to  believe  the  coins  were  struck  at  a temporary 
mint  in  Willemstadt.  Do  you  know  where  they  were  struck? 
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DATING  SYSTEMS  ON 
COINS  SINCE  1000 
A.D -ADDITIONS  AND 
CORRECTIONS 

by  Thomas  P.  Rockwell. 3 North  Andover , Massachussets3  NI  # 1062 


(Editor:  This  article,  as  mentioned  below  by  the  author,  is  an  exten- 

sion of  an  article  that  originally  appeared  the  THE  NUMISMATIST  [Jan. 

& Feb.  1974].  Many  delays  by  the  editors  of  THE  NUMISMATIST  caused  the 
author  to  withdraw  this  additional  information  article  and  it  is  in 
that  respect  that  the  editors  of  this  publications  feel  it  is  very 
noteworthy  information  and  should  be  recorded  in  print  in  the  numis- 
matic press.  Copies  of  the  January  and  February  1974  THE  NUMISMATIST 
are  available  on  loan  from  the  NI  Library  for  those  who  missed  the 
original  article.) 

Photos  by  Joseph  Gh'ilon't  NI  # 1876  ( enlarged ) 

Since  writing  the  original  article  which  appeared  in  the  January  and. 
February,  1974  issues  of  THE  NUMISMATIST , many  encouraging  letters  with 
helpful  suggestions  have  been  received.  These  letters  have  brought  to 
light  more  facts  and  resulted  in  further  research.  I wish  to  thank  all 
who  were  interested  enough  to  correspond  with  me  and  especially  Mr. 

John  D.  Dooley  and  Mr.  Michael  L.  Cummings. 

These  pages  will  explain  the  additional  systems  which  need  to  be  incor- 
porated into  the  original  article.  Also,  there  are  new  charts  showing 
additional  and  corrected  numerals.  Sometimes  the  numerals  on  a. coin 
are  written  slightly  differently  from  the  standard  forms  and  this  can 
be  very  confusing.  For  example,  an  Arabic  7 is  represented. by  a.  v , 
but  on  the  coin  this  is  sometimes  shown  with  the  "v"  lying  on  its  side. 

A Nepalese  "A\  might  be  shown  as  a . Two  additional  colums  have  been 
added  and  although  they  are  not  used  in  dates,  they  are  useful  in  read- 
ing the  denominations  on  certain  Chinese,  Japanese  and  Korean  coins  and 

paper  money. 

The  following  were  typographical  errors  as  they  appeared  in  the  original 
article: 

The  illustration  of  the  Chinese  coin  of  1368-1398  A.D.  (p7,  Jan.  1974 
issue)  was  shown  with  the  top  and  bottom  characters  reversed  and  then 

printed  upside  down. 
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The  Arabic  year  is  a lunar  year  of  354  days  (p245,  Feb.  1974). 

The  Arabic  year  is  best  converted  to  the  A.D.  year  by  this  formula: 

Take  3%  of  the  A.H.  year  and  round  off  the  answer  to  the  nearest 
whole  number. 

Subtract  this  amount  from  the  A.H.  date. 

Add  621  to  the  result. 

Example:  1330  A.H.  times  .03  equals  39.90  (round  off  to  40). 

1330  minus  40  equals  1290. 

1290  plus  621  equals  1911  A.D. 

On  the  Quick  Numeral  Reference  Chart,  certain  columns  were  mis-labeled 
since  the  correct  names  were  not  known.  They  should  be  changed  as 
fol 1 ows : 

Kutch  #1  should  read  Urdu  using  Persian  script. 

Kutch  #2  should  read  Gujerati  using  Devanagari  script. 


AKI  SAKA  ERA  OF  JAVA 


The  Aki  Saka  Era  of  dates  was  used  on  certain  coins  of  Java  when  it  was 
under  British  rule  from  1811  to  1816  A.D.  These  coins  were  the  half 
and  one  rupee,  and  the  half  mohur  (Craig  58-60). 

There  seem  to  be  differing  methods  of  transposing  the  era  into  the  A.D. 
system,  but  adding  68  years  to  the  Aki  Saka  years  seem  to  come  closest 
to  the  A.D.  system. 


The  coins  so  dated  are  interesting  in  that  they  show  the  dates  in  the 
Aki  Saka  era  plus  the  A.H.,  or  Hegira  era,  and  some  of  them  have  the 
dates  also  showing  the  A.D.,  or  Gregorian  era.  So  we  have  an  instance 
when  a coin  has  three  dating  systems  on  one  coin.  Certain  coins  of 
Jaora,  India  were  also  dated  with  three  dating  systems  on  one  coin. 


The  following  coins  had  the  dates  with  the  Aki  Saka  Era: 


1/2  Rupee  (Craig  58) 
Rupee  (Craig  59) 
1/2  Mohur  (Craig  60 


Aki  Saka 

1740 

1741 
1740 

1740-1744 

1740 

1743 


A.H. 


1668* 

1229 

1668* 

1228- 1232 
1668* 

1229- 1231 


A.D. 


1813 

1814-1816 


* In  each  case  above  there  was  an  error  in  the  dating  of  the  A.H. 
dates.  In  Arabic  the  numeral  "2"  is  an  and  the  numeral  "6" 
is  an  M.  The  diemaker  made  an  error  when  he  tried  to  make  an 
, or  iT2"  backwards,  and  instead  made  the  reverse  of  a "6". 
when  the  coins  were  struck,  the  date  appeared  as  1668  instead 
of  1228. 


The  Aki  Saka  dates  were  made  using  Javanese  numerals  as  shown  below: 
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Convert  to  A.D.  by  adding  68: 


Oft 

2.  n# 

3- 

4-  G 

5(3) 

£ 

7.  rn/1 

8.  DjJL 

9.  am 

io.  QTI o o.  o 

ARABIC 

It  is  curious  that  since  Arabic  is  written  from  right  to  left  that  the 
numerals  in  the  dates  appear  to  read  from  left  to  right.  To  us  this 
seems  like  an  error,  but  when  you  consider  what  it  means  to  those  who 
read  it  as  their  system,  you  can  realize  why  it  is  done  that  way. 

Actually,  the  numerals  in  a number  or  date  are  spoken  from  the  unit  up 
to  their  higher  numbers.  Thus,  the  date  755  is  not  worded  as  "seven 
hundred  and  fifty-five",  but  rather  as  "five  and  fifty  and  seven  hundred" 
Again  the  date  1465  would  be  read  as  "five  and  sixty  and  four  hundred 
and  a thousand".  Therefore,  the  dates  appear  to  be  normal  when  in 
reality  they  are  normal  to  readers  in  thei r own  language  also. 

The  only  instance  the  author  has  found  so  far  when  the  dates  were  actu- 
ally written  backwards,  by  our  thinking,  was  when  Tipu  Sultan  of  Mysore, 
India  (1782-1799  A.D.)  decreed  that  if  the  writing  was  to  read  from 
right  to  left,  then  the  dates  should  do  likewise,  and  his  dates  read 
from  right  to  left. 

AUSTRIA 


Maria  Theresa  (Archduchess  and  Queen  of  Austria,  1740-1780  A.D.)  struck 
some  coins  posthumously  for  her  husband  Franz  I (Holy  Roman  Emperor, 
1745-1765  A.D. ) . These  coins  were  all  dated  1765,  with  an  additional 
letter  to  designate  the  actual  year  of  minting.  "A"  for  1766,  "B"  for 
1767,  "C"  for  1768,  etc.,  through  the  letter  "P"  for  1781  A.D. 

The  coins  so  dated  are: 

3 Kreuzer,  years  C and  E through  H (Craig  86a). 

10  Kreuzer,  years  A,  B and  D (Craig  89a). 

XVII  Kreuzer,  year  A (Craig  91a). 

20  Kreuzer,  years  A through  P (Craig  92a). 

Ducat,  years  B through  P (Craig  102a). 

CAMBODIA 

Almost  all  countries  date  their  coins  at  least  once,  many  countries  date 
their  coins  with  two  dating  systems  - Saudi  Arabia,  some  of  the  Indian 
States,  etc.,  some  countries  have  dated  their  coins  with  three  dating 
systems  on  one  coin  - Jaora,  India  and  Java,  but  only  one  country  has 
ever  dated  its  coins  with  four  dating  systems  on  one  coin! 

Cambodian  coinage  was  scarce  before  the  late  1600' s and  was  almost  as 
scarce  after  that.  In  1841  the  Cambodian  king  Rama  III  died  and  his  son 
Ang-duong  was  proclaimed  king.  However,  due  to  internal  strife,  he  was 
not  recognized  as  king  until  1847  A.D. 
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In  order  to  commemorate  the  coronation,  a set  of  pattern  coinage  and 
regular  coinage  were  issued  and  each  had  the  date  equivalent  to  1847 
A.D.  shown  in  four  different  dating  systems,  all  on  the  obverse.  They 
certainly  wanted  everyone  to  know  the  date! 

The  patterns  consisted  of  a 1/4  and  a 1 tical  of  tin  with  a reeded  edge; 
3 ticals  of  tin  with  a smooth  or  reeded  edge;  and  a 4 tical  silver  coin. 

The  issued  coins  were  a 1 tical  of  silver  (35mm),  a 1 tical  of  silver 
(30mm),  and  a 1/4  tical  of  silver  (20-22mm).  These  are  Craig  22,  22a 
and  20  and  Krause  & Mishler  34,  35,  36  and  37. 


Cambodia , 1 Tical , (1847  A.D.) 
Obverse  Showing  4 Dates 
Silver  (35mm)  KM37 


Reverse 
No  dates 


The  dating  systems  shown  on  the  coins  are: 


PREA  (PUT)  SACRACH  2390 
CHULA  SACRACH  1209 
MAHA  SACRACH  1769 
CHHNAM  MOME  NUPOSAK 


(2390  minus  543  equals  1847  A.D.) 
(1209  plus  638  equals  1847  A.D.) 
(1769  plus  78  equals  1847  A.D.) 

(The  year  of  the  Ram  or  Sheep  in  the 
Chinese  sexagesimal  system,  1804 
plus  the  third  month  of  the  third 
year  of  the  fourth  decade  equals 
1847  A.D.) 


The  numerals  on  the  patterns  are  slightly  different  from  those  on  the 
coins : 


Numeral 


1. 

2. 


Pattern  Coin 

A 

& j/ 

<STi  /VL 
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3. 


Numeral 

Pattern 

Coi  n 

4. 

Cc 

Y 

5. 

(not  used) 

(not  used) 

6. 

V 

7. 

on) 

'T 

8. 

(not  used) 

(not  used) 

9. 

a 

6 

0. 

O 

o 

COOCH  BEHAR  ERA 


The  Cooch  Behar  (India)  Era  (C.B.)  began  in  1511  A.D.  when  Chandan, 
son  of  Heriya,  came  to  power.  There  were  no  coins  minted  before  this 
date. 

Some  of  the  coins  used  the  Cooch  Behar  Era  alone  and  some  used  it  on 
the  obverse  with  the  Saka  Era  on  the  reverse.  These  dates  were  used 
from  92  to  413  C.B.  (1602  to  1923  A.D.). 

This  era  is  mentioned  on  some  of  the  coins  as  the  Raja  Saka. 

The  numerals  used  were  Assamese  variants. 

Convert  to  A.D.  by  adding  1510. 


FASLI  ERA 

The  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  (1974  edition,  volume  IV,  page  62)  states: 
"Chronological  system  devised  by  the  Mughal  emperor  Akbar  for  land- 
revenue  purposes  in  North  India,  for  which  the  Muslim  lunar  calendar  ^ 
was  inconvenient.  The  word  comes  from  the  Arabic  term  for  division 
which  in  India  was  applied  to  the  seasons  and  hence  the  harvest.  The 
era  dated  from  Akbar's  accession  year,  the  Muslim  year  963  A.H.  (1555- 
6 A.D. ) . This  was  also  the  Hindu  Samvat  year  1612.  Six  hundred  and 
forty-nine  years  were  arbitrarily  taken  from  the  Samvat  year  to  make 
the  Fasli  year  963.  The  Fasli  year  was  so  inaugurated  proceeded  accord 
ing  to  the  Samvat  calendar.  The  system  was  introduced  into  the  Deccan 
by  Shah  Jahan  in  the  1630's  and  began  two  years  later  than  in  the 

north . " 


According  to  Dr.  P.  L.  Gupta  ( "Hyderabad1 a Paper  Money",  World  Coin 
News,  December  30,  1980,  page  14),  "this  era  is  quite  different  than 
the  Hijri  era  current  among  Moslem  peoples.  The  Fasli  era  is  shorter 
by  eight  years  than  the  Hijri.  Unlike  the  Hijri  year,  the  Fasli  was 
reckoned  on  solar  time,  the  same  as  the  Christian  calendar  of  365  days 
in  a regular  year  and  366  days  each  leap  year.  The  first  day  ot  the 
Fasli  year  always  corresponded  to  October  6,  and  in  the  leap  year  to 

October  7. " 
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Hyderabad  dated  some  of  its  paper  money  from  1327  Fasli 
1341  Fasli  (1932  A.D.).  The  later  notes  were  undated. 


(1918  A.D. ) to 


Poona,  a state  of  India,  used  the  Fasli  era  from  1820  to  1834  A.D.  (Fas- 
li  1230-1244).  Nagari  numerals  were  used. 


ILAHI  ERA  OF  AKBAR 


HINDU  COSMOLOGY 


Certain  temple  tokens  of  India  were 
dated  by  using  dates  based  on  astro- 
nomical speculation.  No  attempt  at 
dating  can  be  done  since  most  of 
them  are  ficticious  and  represent 
some  date  in  the  Brahmic  year.  The 
one  token  in  author's  possession 
has  a date  of  51470  in  Hindustani 
using  Nagari  characters. 

The  size  of  this  token  is  29mm,  in 
silver  and  denominated  "rama  tanka" 
(Brotman  D-l). 


Akbar  (1556-1605  A.D.),  Moghal  Emperor,  invented 
an  era  he  called  Ilahi,  or  "divine",  and  inferred 
that  he  was  of  divine  origin.  In  reality  this 
era  showed  the  dates  of  Akbar1 s regnal  year.  He 
began  dating  his  coins  in  his  28th  year  of  his 
reign  by  this  system  and  continued  until  his 
death  in  the  50th  year.  The  name  of  the  month 
of  minting  was  also  given  in  Persian. 


The  illustration  is  a 17  x 17mm  silver  rupee  (Parikh  60). 
INDIA 


Certain  coins  of  India  struck  during  the  800's  to  900 ' s A.H.  (1400-1500 
A.D.)  used  different  numerals  than  those  in  use  today  and  this  can  be 
very  confusing  to  the  uninitiated.  They  used  different  numerals  for  0 
4 and  5 as  shown  below: 

0 is  4 is  5 is  f 

A coin  dated  $ d£  is  905  A.H.  on  an  Indian  coin  and  954  A.H.  on  a 
Persian  or  Egyptian  coin. 

JAPAN,  KOREA  AND  MANCHUKUO 

These  countries  use  the  regnal  system  of  dating  and 
avoided  the  use  of  "one"  to  show  the  initial  year  of 
a reign.  Instead,  they  used  the  character  "GAN"  (SI.) 
which  literally  means  "beginning".  Below  are  the 
coins  using  this  system.  (The  "GAN"  illustrated  is 
Japan,  10  Sen,  1912,  Silver,  Y-36  (17mm),  Taisho  Era. 
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JAPAN : 

20  sen,  gold,  Taisho  reign,  1912 

Y40 

50  sen,  silver,  Taisho  reign,  1912 

Y37 

10  sen,  silver,  Taisho  reign,  1912 

Y36 

50  sen  banknote,  Ki  era,  2598 

Pick  58 

KOREA: 

5 fun,  copper-nickel,  Kuang-Mu,  1897 

YA10 

1/4  yang,  copper-nickel,  Kuang-Mu,  1897 

YB10 

1/2  chon,  bronze,  Yung  Hi,  1907 

Y22 

1 chon,  bronze,  Yung  Hi,  1907 

Y23 

MANCHUKUO: 

5 1 i , bronze,  Kang  Teh,  1934 

Y5 

1 fen,  bronze,  Kang  Teh,  1934 

Y6 

5 fen,  copper-nickel,  Kang  Teh,  1934 

Y7 

1 chio,  copper-nickel,  Kang  Teh,  1934 

Y8 

MENG-CHIANG 

Meng-Chiang,  China,  issued  some  very  rare  patterns  in  1943  A.D.  dated 
year  738  of  the  accession  of  Genghis  Khan  in  1206  A.D. 

These  are  1 and  5 fen,  and  1 chiao,  all  in  aluminum.  They  are  listed 
in  Krause/Mi  shier  as  Pnl-3. 

MONARCHIC  SYSTEM 


From  the  seventh  century  A.D.  until  March  21,  1925  (their  New  Year's  Day), 
Iran  used  the  Solar  Hegira  calendar  based  on  the  Muslim  religion. 

From  1925  to  March  21,  1976,  Iran  dated  their  coins  by  solar  years  (con-  ( 
vert  to  A.D.  by  adding  621  to  their  dates). 


In  1976  the  Shah  of  Iran  declared  that  they  would  now  date  their  coins 

with  a calendar  beginning  with  the 
founding  of  the  Iranian  (Persian) 
dynasty  by  Cyrus  the  Great  in  559 
B.C.  Thus,  the  coins  and  paper  money 
had  their  dates  listed  as  2535  MS. 
This  continued  until  August  29,  1978 
when  the  Shah  was  deposed. 


The  new  Islamic  Republic  reverted 
back  to  the  Solar  Hegira  system  of 
dating,  beginning  with  1357  SH  (con- 
vert to  A.D.  by  adding  621). 


Iran 3 20  Rials 3 C/N,  Y158 


The  coins  and  paper  money  dated  in 
the  Monarchic  system  can  be  convert- 
ed to  A.D.  by  subtracting  559. 


MYSORE,  INDIA 

Tipu  Sultan,  of  Mysore,  India,  during  the  last  four  years  of  his  reign 
(1796-1799  A.D.)  dated  his  coins  on  the  obverse  with  one  of  the  first 
four  letters  of  the  Arabic  alphabet  and  then  sometimes  dated  themalso 
on  the  reverse  with  his  Mauludi  Era.  Below  are  the  coins  and  their 
corresponding  dates: 
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Arabic  Letter  English  Letter  Mauludi  Date  A.  D.  Date 


/ 

A 

1224 

1796 

B 

1225 

1797 

# 

1# 

T 

1226 

1798 

# 

#J/ 

TH 

1227 

1799 

Mysore  Paisa,  Copper,  Patan  Mint,  Mysore  1/2  Paisa,  Copper,  Patan 
Similar  to  KM  123.5,  Date  2221  Mint,  KM  122.6,  Arabic  Letter  Date 

Backward 


NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES,  JAPANESE  OCCUPATION 


During  the  years  1942  and  1943,  the  Japanese 
minted  a one  and  a ten  sen  dated  2603  and  2604 
in  the  Japanese  calendar.  These  coins  were  not 
issued  and  are  very  scarce  today.  A five  sen 
piece  has  been  discovered  and  is  possibly 
unique. 

Convert  to  A.D.  by  subtracting  660. 

Coin  illustrated  is  10  Sen,  Aluminum,  2604  , Y24 


PAPAL  COINAGE  AND  VATICAN  CITY 

The  Popes  often  dated  their  coins  by 
regnal  years  which  is  designated  on 
the  coins  by  the  Latin  word  "ANNO" 
or  year.  This  is  abbreviated  as: 

A,  AN  or  AN0.  Thus,  it  becomes  nec- 
essary to  recognize  the  Pope  on  the 
coin  and  then  to  know  the  year  he 
became  Pontiff.  Not  all  the  coins 
were  dated  this  way,  many  used  A.D. 
dates.  Below  are  the  recent  Popes 
with  the  years  they  served. 

Benedict  XIV 
Clement  XIII 
Clement  XIV 
Pius  VI 
Pius  VII 


Vatican  City  500  Lire,  Silver,  Y115, 
Pope  Paul  VI,  ANNO  VII  MCMLXIX  (1969) 

1740-1758 

1758-1769 

1769-1774 

1775-1799 

1800-1823 
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Leo  XII 

1823-1829 

Pius  XIII 

1829-1830 

Gregory  XVI 

1831-1846 

Pius  IX 

1846-1878 

(no  coinage) 

1871-1922 

Pius  XI 

1922-1939 

Pius  XII 

1939-1958 

John  XXIII 

1958-1963 

Paul  VI 

1963-1978 

John  Paul  I 

1978 

John  Paul  II 

1978- 

PERU  • 

From  1918  to  1944  A.D.  the  5,  10  and  20  centavo  coins  of  Peru  had  the 
date  spelled  out  in  Spanish  as  follows: 


DIECI0CH0 

32. 

TREINTA  Y DOS 

DIECINUEVE 

33. 

TREINTA  Y TRES 

VEINTE 

34. 

TREINTA  Y CUATRO 

VEINTIUN0 

35. 

TREINTA  Y CINCO 

VEINTID0S 

36. 

TREINTA  Y SEIS 

VEINTITRES 

37. 

TREINTA  Y SIETE 

VEINTICUATR0 

38. 

TREINTA  Y OCHO 

VEINTICINC0 

39. 

TREINTA  Y NUEVE 

VEINTISEIS 

40. 

CUARENTA 

VEINTISIETE 

41  . 

CUARENTA  Y UNO 

VEINTI0CH0 

42. 

CUARENTA  Y DOS 

VEINTINUEVE 

43. 

CUARENTA  Y TRES 

TREINTA 
TREINTA  Y UNO 

44. 

CUARENTA  Y CUATRO 

UN  MIL  NOVECIENTOS  — (19)18. 

19. 

20. 
21 . 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 
29. 

Peru  10  Centavos 3 1940  30. 

Copper-Nickel 3 Y32  31  . 

ROMAN  NUMERALS 


Portuguese  India , 1/2  Tang  a 3 
MCMI  (1901) 3 Bronze,  Y18. 


Roman  numerals  were  used  on  the 
first  A.D.  dated  coins  of  Aachen 
in  1372  A.D.  Since  then  they  have 
been  used  by  various  countries,  in- 
cluding the  following: 

Portuguese  India  used  Roman  numerals 
on  the  1/1 2th  , 1 /8th , 1 /4th  and  1/2 
tanga  coins  from  1901  to  1903  A.D. 
as  follows:  MCMI,  MCMI I & MCMIII. 

Great  Britain  issued  florins  from 
1851  to  1887  A.D.  and  crowns  in  1847 
and  1854  using  Roman  numerals. 

In  1907  the  United  States  issued  a 
$20.00  gold  piece  dated  MCMVII. 


In  1901  Brazil  dated  its  100,  200  and  400  reis  MCMI  (Yeoman  12-14). 

Roman  numerals  were  used  on  the  coins  of  the  Vatican  City  as  follows: 
1,  2,  5,  10  and  100  lire,  dated  MCML  (1950  A.D.) 
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1 , 2,  5,  10,  20,  50,  100  and  500  lire,  MCMLXII  (1962  A.D. ) 
1,  2,  5 and  10  lire,  MCMLXVII  (1967  A.D.) 

All  coinage  since  1969  A.D. 

ES-SAFAR  OR  SPANISH  ERA 


This  era  is  reckoned  from  January  1,  38  B.C.,  the  year  following  the 
conquest  of  Spain  by  the  Roman  emperor  Augustus. 

According  to  the  Encyclopedia  Brittanica  "The  Era  of  Spain  was  based  on 
an  Easter  cycle  that  began  on  January  1,  38  B.C.,  marking  the  completion 
of  the  conquest  of  Spain.  First  recorded  in  the  5th  century  A.D,  it 
was  in  general  use  in  Visgothic  Spain  of  the  6th  and  7th  centuries  and, 
after  the  Arab  invasions,  in  the  unconquered  Christian  kingdoms  in  the 
north  of  the  Iberian  Peninsula.  It  was  abolished  in  favor  of  the  Era 
of  the  Incarnation,  in  Catalonia  in  1180  A.D.,  in  Aragon  in  1350  A.D., 
in  Castille  in  1383  A.D.  and  in  Portugal  in  1422  A.D." 

According  to  Albert  Frey  in  his  "Dated  European  Coinage  Prior  to  1501", 
"There  is  an  almost  continuous  line  of  dated  dinars  from  1223  SAFAR 
(1185  A.D.)  through  Alfonso's  reign  (1158-1214  A.D.)  and  into  the  time 
of  Henry  I (1214-1217  A.D.).  However,  Alfonso  and  his  successors  did 
not  continue  the  practice  and  there  was  a lapse  of  several  centuries 
before  they  resumed  the  custom.  There  was  one  exception  to  this... a 
large  gold  coin  of  Peter  I,  the  Cruel  (1350-1369  A.D.),  bearing  the 
Spanish  1398  SAFAR  (1360  A.D.)." 

Convert  to  A.D.  by  subtracting  38. 

SPAIN 


Sometimes  the  date  showing  on  a coin  was  not  the  true  date  the  coin  was 
minted.  This  is  true  of  the  Regnal  dating,  i.e.,  the  date  when  the 
ruler  ascended  the  throne.  On  coins  such  as  these,  there  is  usually  an 
additional  numeral  to  show  the  number  of  years  that  have  elapsed  since 
the  ruler  came  to  power. 


The  following  coins  identified  by  Yeo- 
man numbers  do  not  have  the  dates  in 
the  stars,  but  rather  the  true  mint- 
ing date  is  shown:  A50-54,  63-67, 

69-70,  100-107,  109-112,  121  and  126. 
Also  included  in  this  list  is  a set 
Spain  100  Pesetas  1966  .(19-68)  of  coins  with  a large  date  of  1951, 
Silver , Y122  but  with  an  "E"  on  the  first  reverse 

star  to  indicate  the  commemoration  of 
the  second  numismatic  exposition  (Yeoman  113,  116,  117). 


A somewhat  similar  system  is  in  use 
in  Spain  at  present.  There  is  an  ob- 
vious date  on  the  coin  showing  when 
that  particular  type  of  coin  was 
first  minted,  but  on  the  reverse, 
punched  into  the  small  stars,  will  be 
the  true  date  the  coin  was  minted. 
This  system  began  about  1868  A.D.  and 
has  continued  since. 
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NUMERICAL  CHART 


c 

<D 

+■> 

(/> 

<U 

3: 

O 

•H 

oJ 

< 

Arabic  Variants 

Assamese 

Assamese  Variant:; 

•r— 1 
«— H 

03 

00 

C 

<D 

CQ 

<L> 

(/) 

<D 

3 

CQ 

Cambodian 

Cambodian 

Patterns 

$ 

Japanese 

0 

• 

O 

O 

O 

o 

4f 

1 

I 

d 
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7 

V 
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<? 

b 

n 

#■/ 

r— 

9 

1 

£ 

2 A 
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OD 

50 
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i » 
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IS 

500 

Cm 
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i 

15 

1,000 
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Tibet  issued  paper  money  from  1914  to  1950  A.D.  and  most  of  it  was  dated. 
However,  unlike  the  coinage  and  State  Papers,  which  were  dated  using  60- 
year  cycles  with  the  date  within  the  cycle  stated,  the  paper  money  was 
dated  in  the  Tibetan  Era  (T . E .)  plus  a figure  to  show  the  cycle. 

The  Tibetan  Era  began  with  the  traditional  date  of  the  founding  of  the 
Tibetan  Government  in  257  A.D.  which  was  the  year  "1"  of  their  calendar. 
Thus,  it  is  necessary  to  add  256  to  their  date  to  get  the  A.D.  date. 

The  notes  have  the  date  in  the  Tibetan  Era  and  the  cycle  spelled  out  in 
words:  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-eight  (fifty-nine,  sixty,  etc.) 

and  fifteenth  or  sixteenth  (cycle).  These  notes  have  a 2-line  or  4-line 
inscription  on  the  obverse.  The  notes  with  a 4-line  inscription  are 
dated  as  follows: 

5 tangka  1658  (T.E.)  15th  (cycle) 


10  tangka  1659  15th 
15  tangka  1659  15th 
25  tangka  1659  15th 
50  tangka  1659  15th 


50  tangka  1673,  1675,  1676,  1677,  1680,  1685,  1687,  1689 
(these  notes  have  4 squares  on  the  reverse) 

10  srang  1689,  1691-1694  and  16th  cycle. 

On  the  notes  with  a 2-line  inscription  on  the  obverse,  only  the  5 srang 
note  is  dated  showing  only  the  16th  cycle.  The  25  and  100  srang  notes 
are  undated  (1945-1950). 

Now  comes  the  difficult  part  - where  is  the  date?  On  the  notes  with  a 
4-line  inscription,  the  Tibetan  Era  date  is  written  on  the  last  half  of 
the  second  line  and  the  cycle  is  shown  in  the  three-quarter  area  of  the 
last  line.  On  the  notes  with  a 2-line  inscription,  the  cycle  is  shown 
in  the  three-quarter  area  of  the  second  line. 

Listed  below  are  the  characters  in  Tibetan  necessary  to  read  the  dates, 
cycles  and  denominations  of  the  paper  money. 


The  numerals  1 through  9 must  be  added  to  the  corresponding 
date  in  each  decade  listed  below: 
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YEMEN  ARAB  REPUBLIC 


Certain  coins  of  the  Yeman  Arab  Republic  have  two  dates:  one  is  the  ac- 
cession date  and  the  other  is  the  actual  date  of  minting.  This  is  true 
for  the  coins  of  Imam  Yahya,  1322-1367  A.H.  (1904-1948  A.D.)  and  coins 
of  Imam  Ahmad,  1367-1382  A.H.  (1948-1962  A.D.) 


Accession  Date,  1367  Minting  Date,  1379/7  Overdate 

Yeman  Arab  Republic , 1/40  Riyal,  Bronze,  Y12 

The  dates  are  in  Arabic  numerals. 
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THE  SOUTH  SEA  BUBBLE 


by  Collectors  Research  Ltd. 


For  some  reason,  the  human  animal  runs  in  herds  and  the  instances  are 
too  few  where  entire  nations,  as  with  one  mind,  have  become  transfixed 
with  an  idea  and  pursued  it  to  their  ultimate  ruin. 


During  the  days  of  England's  George  I,  that  nation  went  on  such  a binge 
The  whole  scheme  around  which  the  madness  circled,  was  the  idea  that 
the  national  debt  could  be  reduced  by  simply  exchanainq  a part  of  it 
"in  return  for  a monopoly  in  some  area  or  commodity.  By  the  time  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  had  been  signed  between  England'  and  France  in  1713, 
the  former  was  badly  in  debt  and  the  latter  financially  exhausted. 

France  had  its  John  Law  but  England  had  hundreds  of  petty  John  Laws. 

The  "big  guns"  were  those  merchants  who  formed  the  South  Sea  Company. 
This  company  assumed  ten-million  pounds  sterling  of  the  national  debt 
in  return  for  British  trading  monopolies  in  the  South  Sea  islands 
and  South  America. 

As  in  France,  this  set  off  a mania  of  speculation  in  the  stock,  but 
unlike  France  who  had  one  company,  England  became  overrun  with  petty 
imitators  who  formed  "companies"  with  no  other  object  than  to  float 
stock  issues.  So  blind  was  the  stock-buying  public  that  one  "company" 
sold  stock  "to  carry  on  an  undertaking  of  great  advantage,  but  no  one 
to  know  what  it  is",  its  stock  sold  readily. 

The  house  of  cards  fell  in  1721  and  for  several  years  suicides  and 
murders  were  common  among  the  ruined  and  ruiners.  In  1723,  the  South 
Sea  Company  tried  to  restore  prestige  and  regain  public  favor  by  sup- 
plying the  Royal  Mint  with  silver  from  which  to  strike  coins.  These 
silver  pieces  - crowns,  half  crowns,  shillings  and  sixpence  - all  bear 
the  date  1723  and  the  initials  SSC  to  denote  silver  supplied  by  the 
Company.  The  move  did  not  help  and  today,  the  coins  remain  curious 
reminders  of  the  days  when  a whole  nation  went  gambling-mad 


1723  SSC  Shilling 
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COINAGE  IN  THE  BALKANS, 
1919-1939 

by  John  DeMavais,  Dallas , Texas,  NI  # 1539 

The  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  trace  the  development  of  coinage  in 

the  Balkans  in  the  period  between  the  two  world  wars.  The  Balkans  suf- 
fered severely  from  the  results  of  World  War  I and  the  two  Balkan  wars 

which  preceded  it.  Moreover,  the  early  post-war  years  saw  continued 

internal  strife  and  a war  between  Greece  and  Turkey.  During  this  criti- 
cal period  the  circulation  of  coinage  declined  markedly.  Its  place  was 
taken  by  paper  currency  of  various  sorts.  After  the  war  these  nations 
faced  the  twin  problems  of  restoring  stability  to  their  monetary  system 
and  reintroducing  coinage  as  a significant  part  of  their  currencies. 

Coinage  in  the  Balkans  before  WWI  can  be  described  rather  easily.  In 
Romania,  Bulgaria,  Greece  and  Serbia  the  currency  consisted  of  gold  and 
subsidiary  silver  coins  issued  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the 
Latin  Monetary  Union.  The  Romania  leu,  the  Bulgarian  lev,  the  Greek 
drachma  and  the  Serbian  dinar  were  all  at  par  with  the  French  franc. 
Banknotes  were  redeemable  in  gold.  The  france  in  pre-war  days  was 
valued  at  19.3  cents  in  United  States  gold  currency.  There  was  some 
variety  in  the  base  metal  coins  of  the  Balkans,  but  in  general,  nickel 
in  various  forms  was  used  for  values  equal  to  20,  10  and  5 centimes, 
and  bronze  was  used  for  values  equal  to  2 and  1 centimes. 

Austro-Hungarian  currency  circulated  in  Transylvania  and  Bosnia.  Mon- 
tenegro had  its  own  currency  which  was  at  par  with  the  Austro-Hungarian. 
The  Austro-Hungarian  system  was  similar  to  the  French,  but  it  was  based 
on  a distinct  standard.  The  krone  or  corona  was  equal  to  20.26  cents 
rather  than  19.3  cents. 

During  WWI  gold  coin  disappeared,  and  credit  became  the  basis  of  cur- 
rency. Silver  coin  also  disappeared  in  many  Balkan  countries  only  to 
be  replaced  by  small  notes  generally  equal  to  1 , 2 and  5 francs.  Ser- 
bia issued  silver  coins,  dated  1915,  during  the  war;  Bulgaria  had  an 
issue  dated  1916  prepared  but  did  not  issue  it.  Base  metal  coins  also 
became  scarce.  This  scarcity  was  met  by  additional  nickel  coins  in 
Serbia  and  zinc  coins  in  Bulgaria,  but  most  nations  were  forced  to 
resort  to  small  notes,  often  in  the  form  of  postage  currency.  The 
Balkan  nations  in  1914  had  no  operating  mints.  In  the  pre-war  years 
they  had  coinage  produced  by  contract  elsewhere  in  Europe.  This  became 
difficult  to  do  during  the  war.  At  the  end  of  the  war,  very  little 
coin  circulated  in  the  Balkans.  The  currency  consisted  of  paper  that 
was  depreciating  rapidly  in  value.  During  1919-1921  the  precious  metal 
markets  were  unstable.  Balkan  nations  could  not  consider  returning  to 
good  coinage  until  they  stabilized  the  value  of  their  monetary  units 
and  had  restored  their  economies.  Reform  in  the  Balkans  was  also  de- 
pendent on  financial  restoration  in  Western  and  Central  Europe. 

The  process  of  restoring  coinage  in  the  Balkans  went  through  three 
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three  phases.  The  first  was  to  replace  very  small  paper  notes,  often 


A luminum  A luminum 

Romania , 50  Bani  1921 , Y48  Greece,  10  Lepta  1922,  Y29 

postage  stamps,  with  base  metal  coins.  Since  these  coins  did  not  depend 
on  the  precious  metal  markets,  little  stood  in  the  way  of  them  being 
produced.  This  phase  took  place  between  1920  and  1923.  The  second 
phase  was  to  replace  with  coins  those  notes  which  had  been  issued  as 


Cupro-Ni eke l 

Romania,  1 Leu  1924,  Y49 


Cupro- Nickel 

Greece , 50  Lepta  1926,  Y32 


substitutes  for  silver  coin  during  the  war.  Base  metals  were  again  used 
for  these  coins  since  these  denominations  had  declined  to  such  a degree 
that  they  could  not  be  issued  in  practical  form  in  silver.  This  phase 
lasted  from  1923  to  1926.  The  final  phase  was  to  reintroduce  silver 
coins  in  larger  values  to  replace  small  banknotes  that  were  equal,  in 
real  terms,  to  the  pre-war  silver  coins.  This  phase  took  place  after 
the  Balkan  currencies  had  been  stabilized  and  put  on  a gold  basis.  It 
also  occurred  in  a period  when  silver  had  fallen  to  pre-war  and  then  to 


Silver  Silver 

Bulgaria,  50  Leva  1930,  Y39  Greece,  20  Drachma  1930,  Y37 

depression  prices.  This  phase  of  coinage  began  in  1930  and  lasted 
throughout  the  decade.  I should  like  to  trace  these  developments  in 
each  of  the  Balkan  nations  and  make  some  references  to  their  populations 
and  economies. 

Yugoslavia 

Yugoslavia  was  formed  from  the  former  kingdoms  of  Serbia  and  Montenegro 
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and  former  Austro-Hungarian  possession  to  the  North.  The  core  of  this 
new  state  was  Serbia,  its  king  was  the  former  Serbian  one,  and  the  Ser- 
bian dinar  became  the  basis  of  the  new  Yugoslavian  dinar.  The  gold 
value  of  the  dinar  was  set  at  26.5  milligrams  of  gold  by  decree  on 
June  28,  1921.  This  was  equal  to  1.76  cents  and  represented  a depreci- 
ation of  more  than  ninety  percent  against  the  pre-war  dinar.  The  dinar 
was  pegged  to  gold  some  five  years  before  the  other  Balkan  currencies 
and  is  thus  somewhat  atypical.  In  1920,  Yugoslavia  issued  a series  of 
small  value  coins  consisting  of  cupro-nickel  25-para  pieces  and  zinc  10 
and  5 para  pieces.  The  5-para  coin  was  issued  in  small  numbers  pre- 
sumably because  is  represented  a commercially  insignificant  amount  of 
money.  In  1925,  Yugoslavia  issued  cupro-nickel  alloy  coins  in  denomin- 
ations of  2 dinars,  1 dinar  and  50  para  to  replace  small  notes  of  these 
values.  The  largest  of  these,  the  2-dinar  piece,  was  equal  to  about 
3.5  cents.  Silver  coinage  reappeared  in  1931  and  was  intended  to  re- 
place notes  which  had  the  value,  in  real  terms,  of  the  pre-war  range 
of  silver  coins.  Since  the  currency  had  depreciated  to  about  ten  per- 
cent of  its  prewar  value,  the  new  coins  were  in  denominations  of  50, 

20  and  10  dinars.  The  currency  in  circulation  in  1933  consisted  of 
the  following: 


Banknotes 

1931-32  Silver  Coin 
1925  Nickel  Coin 
1920  Minor  Coin 


4.403.000. 000  dinars 

1.000. 000.000  dinars 

208,250,000  dinars 

18,128,000  dinars 


44,500,000  pieces 

174.500.000  pieces 

110.944.000  pieces 


When  Great  Britain  went  off  the  gold  standard  on  September  21,  1931, 
Yugoslavia  followed  on  October  7,  1931.  Thereafter  the  dinar  was  a 
currency  subject  to  exchange  controls.  From  1934  to  1939  the  dinar  was 
valued  at  about  2.3  cents.  One  should  not  that  the  dollar  was  devalued 
in  1934  to  about  sixty  percent  of  its  previous  value.  Therefore,  the 
dinar  actually  declined  very  little  in  real  terms. 


In  1938,  Yugoslavia  issued  a new 
series  of  coins  based  on  French  and 
German  models,  to  replace  the  coin- 
age issued  piecemeal  from  1920  to 
1931.  This  consisted  of  smaller 
silver  coins  for  50  and  20  dinars, 
nickel  coins  for  10  dinars,  aluminum- 
bronze  coins  for  2 dinars,  1 dinar 
and  50  para,  and  bronze  coins  for  25 
para.  Coins  for  10  and  5 para  were 
not  issued  as  part  of  the  1938  coinage  since  these  pieces  no  longer 
represented  useful  values.  This  coinage  can  be  summarized  as  follows: 


1938  Si Iver  Coin 
1938  Nickel  Coin 
1938  Aluminum-Bronze 
1938  Bronze  Coin 


1 ,300  ,000 ,000  di nars 

250.000. 000  dinars 

350.000. 000  dinars 

40,000,000  dinars 


41  ,000,000  pieces 

25,000,000  pieces 

375.000. 000  pieces 

160.000. 000  pieces 


To  put  some  of  these  figures  in  context,  the  population  of  Yugoslavia 
in  1931  was  bout  14,000,000  and  in  1940  about  16,000,000.  The  national 
budget  for  1930-1931  was  13,348,000,000  dinars  and  in  1939-1940  was 
12,942  ,000,000  dinars. 
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Greece 


Greece  issued  small  notes  for  2 and  1 drachma  in  1917  and  small  notes 
for  50  and  10  lepta  in  1920  to  alleviate  coin  shortages.  The  50-lepta 
notes  were  to  be  replaced  by  a holed  nickel  alloy  piece,  but  these  were 
not  issued  - presumably  because  of  their  similarity  to  the  pre-war  20- 
lepta  coins.  In  1922,  Greece  issued  aluminum  10-lepta  pieces  in  quant- 
ity. In  1926,  when  the  drachma  was  worth  about  1.25  cents,  the  Greek 
government  introduced  cupro-nickel  coins  in  denominations  of  2 and  1 
drachma,  50  and  20  lepta.  On  September  15,  1927  the  drachma  was  pegged 
at  19.53  milligrams  of  pure  gold  (1.2977  cents).  In  1930,  Greece  is- 
sued silver  coins  for  20  and  10  drachmas  and  nickel  ones  for  5 drachmas. 
The  20  and  10  drachma  coins  were  debased  versions  of  the  pre-war  2 and 
1 drachma  coins.  Wayte  Raymond  states  that  the  cupro-nickel  coins  dated 
1925  with  the  mark  "B"  were  struck  in  1930.  The  "B"  is  the  ordinal 
in  Greek  for  2,  and  this  would  indicate  that  the  "B"  series  is  a sup- 
plemental issue  of  the  1926  issue.  The  currency  in  circulation  in  1933 
can  be  summarized  as  follows: 


Banknotes 
1930  Silver  Coin 
1930  Nickel  Coin 
1926B  Cupro-Nickel 
1926  Cupro-Nick.el 
1922  Aluminum  Coin 


4,698,000,000  drachmas 

305.000. 000  drachmas 

125.000. 000  drachmas 

30.000. 000  drachmas 

73.000. 000  drachmas 

12.000. 000  drachmas 


25,000,000  pieces 

25.000. 000  pieces 

40.000. 000  pieces 

77.000. 000  pieces 
120,000,000  pieces 


Greece  suffered  following  the  abandonment  of  the  gold  standard  in  Great 
Britain.  She  finally  followed  suit  in  April,  1932.  The  value  of  the 
drachma  fell  during  the  1930's.  In  1932  it  was  .83  cent;  in  1933  it 
was  .72  cent;  in  1934  it  fell  to  .94  cent  (devalued  cent).  From  1935 
to  1938  it  was  valued  at  about  .9  cent  but  fell  in  1939  to  .82  cent. 


100  Drachma  19S5s  Silver  20  Drachma  19S53  Gold 

Restoration  of  the  Monarchy  Cormemoratives 


The  gold  and  silver  coins  dated  1935,  commemorating  the  restoration  of 
the  monarchy,  were  not  intended  for  circulation.  Wayte  Raymond  states 
they  were  struck  in  Britain  in  1940.  Alone  among  the  Balkan  nations, 
Greece  issued  no  more  coins  after  1930  and  none  during  World  War  II. 

The  population  of  Greece  in  1931  was  about  6,480,000.  In  1938  it  was 
7,197,000  according  to  a census.  The  1928-1929  budget  was  balanced 
at  11,114,000,000  drachmas.  The  1939-1940  budget  was  about  14,000,000,000 
drachmas. 


155 


Romania 


Romania  came  out  on  the  victorious  side  in  WWI  although  she  was  conquer- 
ed by  the  Central  Powers  in  1916.  Her  currency  depreciated  more  than 
the  other  Balkan  currencies  during  and  after  WWI.  In  1925,  the  leu  was 
valued  at  .48  cent  or  about  2h  percent  of  its  pre-war  value.  In  1915, 
small  notes  were  issued  to  replace  silver  coins,  and  in  1917  postage 
currency  was  issued  in  denominations  of  50,  25  and  10  bani . The  1921- 
dated  series  of  aluminum  coins  in  denominations  of  50  and  25  bani  was 
intended  as  a replacement  for  postage  currency.  Ten  and  five  bani  coins 
were  not  issued  because  they  were  of  no  practical  use  due  to  inflation. 
In  1924,  cupro-nickel  coins  of  2 and  1 lei  were  issued  to  replace  small 
notes  of  the  same  values.  These  pieces  bear  the  "good  for"  inscription 
also  found  on  French,  Belgian,  Italian  and  Tunisian  coins.  The  Latin 
Monetary  Union  was  still  in  effect,  in  theory  at  least,  and  coins  for 
the  equal  of  2 and  1 francs  were  to  be  of  silver.  Thus,  the  "good  for" 
inscription  allowed  members  of  the  Latin  Monetary  Union  to  circumvent 
the  letter  of  their  argreement. 

In  1929,  Romanian  currency  was  stabilized  and  the  leu  was  pegged  at  10 
milligrams  of  .900  fine  gold  (.6  cent).  Because  the  largest  coin  in 
circulation  in  1930  was  worth  only  1.2  cents,  Romania  issued  pieces  in 
nickel-brass  for  20,  10  and  5 lei.  Silver  coins  were  introduced  in 
1932,  but  in  100-lei  denominations  only.  Because  the  depreciation  of 
Romanian  currency  was  much  greater  than  other  Balkan  currencies,  the 
20  and  10  unit  values  had  to  be  issued  in  brass  alloy  rather  than  sil- 
ver. The  silver  100-lei  coin  was  worth  60  cents  and  corresponded  rough- 
ly to  a theoretical  pre-war  2^- lei  piece.  A summary  of  currency  in 
circulation  in  1933  is  as  follows: 


Banknotes 
1932  Silver  Coin 
1930  Brass  Coin 
1924  Nickel  Coin 
1921  Aluminum  Coin 


21,459,000,000  lei 
1 ,840,000,000  lei 

2,600,000,000  lei 

400,000,000  lei 
17,500,000  lei 


18,400,000  pieces 

195.000. 000  pieces 

300.000. 000  pieces 

50,000,000  pieces 


Romania  abandoned  the  gold  standard  September  21,  1931;  thereafter , the 
leu  was  a controlled  currency.  After  the  passing  of  the  international 
monetary  chaos  of  1931-1934,  the  leu  was  valued  at  .7  cent  until  1939. 
Romania,  in  the  latter  half  of  the  1930's,  introduced  another  series  of 
large  denomination  coins.  Nickel  coins  for  100  and  50  lei  were  issued 

from  1936  to  1938.  Twenty  million 
of  each  were  struck  for  a total  of 

3,000,000,000  lei  in  face  value. 
Silver  coins  dated  1935  for  250  lei 
were  issued  for  a total  of  1,125,- 
000,000  lei.  These  issues  elimin- 
ated the  need  for  notes  less  than 
500  lei.  In  1938,  small  18mm 
aluminum-bronze  1-leu  coins  were 
issued,  and  additional  250-lei 
_ silver  coins  were  issued  in  1939 

until  1941.  The  post-1936  coinage 

represents  a modernization  of  Romanian  coinage,  similar  to  the  Yugoslav, 
that  was  ultimately  based  on  German  prototypes. 


The  population  of  Romania  in  1930  was  about  18,000,000,  the  largest 
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population  in  the  Balkans.  The  1931-1932  budget  showed  revenues  of 

24,240,000,000  lei  and  expenditures  of  33,962,000,000  lei. 


Bulgaria 

Bulgaria  was  an  ally  of  the  Central  Powers  in  WWI  and  emerged  from  WWI 
as  a defeated  nation.  Her  currency  depreciated  severely.  In  1925, 
the  lev  was  worth  only  .72  cent  or  about  3%  percent  of  its  pre-war 
value.  Bulgaria  did  not  release  its  1916-dated  series  of  silver  coins, 
issuing  instead  notes  for  5,  2 and  1 leva.  In  1917,  it  issued  a large 
number  of  zinc  coins  in  denominations  of  20,  10  and  5 stotinki  to  sup- 
plement the  pre-war  cupro-nickel  pieces.  This  issue  of  zinc  coins  el- 
iminated the  need  to  issue  inconvenient  postage  currency.  Bulgaria 
replaced  2 and  1 leva  notes  with  aluminum  coins  in  1923.  These  were 
very  similar  to  the  1882  issue  of  silver  coins.  The  1923  aluminum  coins 
were  replaced  by  cupro-nickel  pieces  in  1925  which  were  of  a more  com- 
pact format.  In  1930,  the  remaining  small  denomination  notes  were  re- 
placed by  a series  of  silver  and  cupro-nickel  coins.  The  silver  100, 

50  and  20  leva  pieces  covered  the  old  range  of  the  5 , 2 an  1 leva  coins 
of  pre-war  days.  The  cupro-nickel  10  and  5 leva  coins  served  for  values 
too  small  to  be  struck  in  convenient  form  in  silver.  The  currency  in 
circulation  in  1933  was: 


Banknotes 
1930  Silver  Coin 
1930  Cupro-Nickel  Coin 
1925  Cupro-Nickel  Coin 
1917  Zinc  Coin 


2,673,000,000  leva 

806.000. 000  leva 

250.000. 000  leva 

150.000. 000  leva 

16,570,000  leva 


20,560,000  pieces 

35,000,000  pieces 

110,000,000  pieces 

152,300,000  pieces 


50  Leva  1924 , Silver 


issue  demonstrated  the  continuing 


The  population  of  Bulgaria  in  1931 
was  about  6,000,000  and  in  1937  it 
was  about  500,000  greater.  The 
budget  of  1928-1929  showed  expendi- 
tures of  6,493,000,000  leva  and 
there  was  a surplus.  The  1940  bud- 
get was  balanced  at  8,462,000,000 
leva.  Bulgaria  produced  additional 
large  silver  coins  in  1934  and  1937. 
She  also  issued  aluminum-bronze 
50  stotinki  coins  dated  1937.  This 
utility  of  sums  smaller  than  1 lev. 


Albania 


Albania  had  no  currency  of  its  own  before  WWI.  A part  of  Turkey  until 
1911,  it  became  autonomous  in  that  year.  It  was  a bone  of  contention 
among  Italy,  Serbia  and  Austria,  and  was  overrun  by  various  armies  dur- 


1 Lek  1927,  Nickel 


ing  WWI.  The  Albanian  monetary 
unit  from  1925  onward  was  the  gold 
franc  of  pre-war  value  (19.3  cents) 
It  was  divided  into  5 lek  each  of 
which  was  in  turn  divided  into  100 
qindar  leku.  Sometimes,  the  gold 
franc  was  divided  into  100  qindar 
ari . The  whole  range  of  gold, 
silver,  nickel  and  bronze  coins  was 
introduced  in  a short  period  after 
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1925  unlike  the  development  of  currency  in  other  Balkan  countries. 

Albania,  after  the  war,  was  under  strong  Italian  influence.  The  lek 
was  the  rough  equal  of  the  post-war  lira.  The  coinage  was  produced  in 
Rome  for  the  most  part  and  is  Italian  in  style. 

The  population  of  Albania  was  about  1,000,000  in  1930.  The  note  cir- 
culation in  1933  was  13,600,000  gold  francs  - less  than  3,000,000  dol- 
lars. The  1931-1932  budget  was  about  30,000,000  gold  francs,  or  about 
6,000,000  dollars. 


Concl usion 


Except  for  the  Albanian,  the  Balkan  coinages  of  the  interwar  period 
show  a remarkable  parallel  development.  All  were  descended  from  an 
essentially  common  pre-war  standard.  All  rebuilt  their  coinages  from 
the  bottom  up.  All  reintroduced  silver  coin,  albeit  in  debased  form, 
from  1930  onward.  In  Bulgaria  and  Yugoslavia  silver  coin  constituted 
a significant  portion  of  the  currency.  All  eventually  restored  the 
gold  standard.  Few  gold  coins  were  issued,  for  the  gold  standard  of 
the  period  between  the  wars  was  essentially  a gold  bullion  standard. 
Gold  coins  were  issued  for  rather  restricted,  non-currency  purposes. 
After  1936,  several  nations  began  to  "modernize"  their  coinages  by  is- 
suing pieces  which  were  less  imitative  of  pre-war  standards  and  types. 
Silver  pieces  were  reduced  in  size,  though  not  necessarily  in  silver 
content,  and  nickel  was  used  for  larger  denominations.  Aluminum-bronze 
began  to  be  used  as  a substitute  for  cupro-nickel  coins  of  very  small 
value.  WWI I began  in  1939  and  engulfed  all  of  the  Balkans  by  1941. 

The  improved  Balkan  coinages  of  1919-1939  disappeared  in  the  resulting 
economic  chaos  and  inflation. 
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NUMISMATIC  NOTES  ON  POLAND 

KRAKOW,  Poland's  capital  city  until  1496,  was  built  around  the  Cathedral 
on  Wawel  Hill,  built  in  the  time  of  King  Boleslaw  the  Brave  in  1020.  The 
city  was  the  site  of  a royal  mint  at  various  times. 


QUITE  SOME  COLLATERAL!  In  the  1360's  Polish  King  Casimir  II  the  Great 
"pawned"  the  Kracow  Mint  for  a great  loan  of  money  from  his  court  banker, 
to  raise  an  army  and  eliminate  troublesome  lesser  lords  in  his  lands. 


NUMISMATIST'S  NOTGELD.  Polish  numismatist  Henryk  Mankowski  had  as  estate 
in  Winnorgora  and  issued  notgeld  coins  in  1917  in  5,  10  & 20  pfennigs. 
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MAD  I NAT  AL  MAHDIYA 


by  Fatehali  Kala  Sidi,  Exeter,  England , NI  #1884 


Gold  Dinar  of  Imam  Al-Mahdi  Minted  in 
Madinat  al-Mahdiyya 


Madinat  al-Mahdiya  was  the  first  capital  city  of  the  glorious  Fatimid 
era  and  great  monuments  of  that  time  still  stand  today  in  Tunisia, 

North  Africa. 

The  city  was  built  by  Hazrat  Imam  Muhammadinil  A1  Mahdi  in  A. H . 303/ 

936  A.C.,  and  named  after  him. 

Work  began  after  the  astronomers  gave  the  place  their  blessing  under 
the  sign  of  Leo.  The  landscape  of  Mahdiya  is  like  a hand  stretching 
out  onto  the  waters  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

The  city  consisted  in  the  past  of  castles,  mosques,  fortresses  and 
warehouses  and  the  fortification  along  the  shore  consisted  of  a thick 
wall  barrier. 

There  were  only  two  entrances  to  the  city.  One,  called  Skifa  Bab  Zawila, 
was  from  the  hinterland,  and  the  other  approach  was  from  the  Fatimid 
Port. 

Madinat  al  Mahdiya  was  built  with  considerable  love  on  a beautiful 
geographical  position.  The  reflection  of  light  and  the  imagery  of 
waves  on  the  rocks  are  unimaginable.  The  population  soon  grew  and  a 
second  city  had  to  be  built  nearby  and  to  which  the  Imam  gave  the  name 

Zawila. 

The  White  Town,  as  it  is  called  today,  was  the  site  of  the  Palace  of 
the  Imam.  At  this  point  the  Tunisian  coast  is  shaped  like  a triangle 
with  a firm  continental  shelf  as  its  base  and  the  other  two  sides  are 
white  sandy  beaches.  About  3 kilometres  away  from  the  sand  dunes  the 
area  extends  into  the  shape  of  a rocky  peninsula  with  a dimension  of 
1500  x 500  m.  The  foreland  is  called  Cap-Africa. 

The  Fatimid  Port  was  dug  into  the  rocks  and  its  surface  area  is  about 
8250  sq.  m.  and  it  could  shelter  50  vessels.  This  Port  is  still  used 
today  as  a fishing  port  and  its  importance  amongst  ports  is  second  in 
the  whole  of  Tunisia.  The  port  attracts  visitors  like  a magnet  with 
the  scene  always  beautiful  due  to  the  coloured  boats  and  varied  activi- 
ties there. 
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The  port  entrance,  during  the  Fatimid  era,  was  defended  by  two  huge 
towers.  A chain  linked  between  them  was  used.  It  was  laid  down  and 
heaved  into  position  when  the  ships  were  harboured,  thus  strengthening 
the  defence  of  the  city. 

The  Great  Mosque  is  ‘a  masterpiece  of  its  kind,  v/ell -proportioned, 
dignified  and  un-adorned1.  This  is  the  description  given  to  the  Great 
Jami  El-Masjid,  built  by  Hazrat  Imam  Muhammadinil  Mahdi  in  A.H.  308/ 

921  A.C.  The  austere  prayer  hall  is  covered  by  Rush  Mats  and  it  owes 
its  beauty  to  the  simplicity  of  the  design  and  the  absence  of  any  un- 
necessary ornamentation.  It  occupies  a place  of  its  own  in  the  religi- 
ous architecture  of  the  Islamic  world.  The  main  courtyard  of  the  Mos- 
que had  a catchment  area  for  rainwater  and  in  ancient  times  the  water 
was  conveyed  to  the  nearby  Kasbah  by  a series  of  containers  on  pulleys. 

In  Tunisia,  some  Mosques  are  completely  closed  or  only  partly  open  to 
tourists.  The  main  restrictions  are  that  tourists  may  not  visit  during 
the  times  of  prayer,  they  must  remove  their  shoes,  the  level  of  noise 
must  be  severely  curtailed,  ladies  and  gentlemen  must  be  suitably 
dressed  and  may  not  touch  or  take  photographs  of  the  Holy  Qur'an. 

A tunnel  from  El  Jem , currently  being  excavated,  was  said  to  be  large 
enough  for  the  elephants  to  drag  imported  stones  for  building  Mahdiya, 
but  too  small  for  the  elephants  to  turn  around  in.  The  stones  with 
which  the  tunnel  was  built  had  a reputation  of  being  protective  against 
scorpions,  and  over  the  years  the  locals  took  away  these  stones  to  use 
in  building  their  own  houses. 

Some  olive  trees  are  still  growing  near  Mahdiya  and  are  said  to  be 
about  1,000  years  old.  Amongst  various  local  industries,  Port  Fatimid 
caters  for  the  transportation  of  canned  sardines  and  olive  oil.  Souvenirs 
are  still  made  in  the  ancient  tradition.  These  are  attractive  silver 
rings  with  the  hand  of  Fatma  and  Fish  (traditional  Fatimid  emblems) 
are  sold,  reasonably  priced. 

Gold  and  silver  coins,  and  glass  weights  were  minted  in  Madinat  A1 
Mahdiya,  Zawila,  Mecca,  Aleppo  and  Madinat  A1  Mansuria  (built  by 
Hazrat  Imam  A1  Mansur  near  Kairouan).  Fatimid  rule  had  extended  from 
Tunisia  to  present-day  Sicily,  Libya,  Morocco,  Algeria,  Mauritania, 

Syria,  Egypt  and  Medina  and  coins  were  also  minted  in  these  areas.  De- 
tails of  the  Fatimid  coins  and  glass  weights  are  recorded  by  the  his- 
torian, Stanley  Lane-Pool e,  and  in  Nurum  Mubin. 

Illuminated  copies  of  the  Holy  Qur'an  still  exist  in  some  of  the 
Tunisian  mosques;  the  coins,  ceramic,  glassware  etc,  can  be  seen  in 
the  Bardo  Museums  in  Tunis,  where  amongst  others  Fatimid  art  is  still 
preserved. 

Mahdiya  of  today  has  developed  to  a modern  city,  but  whilst  still  pre- 
serving in  part  the  ancient  Madina,  described  above. 

Reprinted  from  ILM3  " Ismailia  Assoc,  of  G.B."  London  from  the  issue 
Vol.  7 Nos.  1 & 2,  July-Nov.  1981.  Copyrighted  photo  permiss.  from 
author. 


********************************************************************** 


FLYING  GOOSE.  Canada's  Flying  Goose  Silver  Dollar  of  1967,  part  of 
its  Confederation  Centennial  coinage,  was  designed  by  Alex  Colville. 
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ISMAILIS  AND  FATIMIDS 


by  Peter  J.  Seaby 

( Reprinted  with  the  permission  of  the  author  from  his  SEABY  COIN  AND 
METAL  BULLETIN,  No.  767 3 July  1982  issue) 

On  11  July  1982  some  two  million  Ismailis  in  many  countries  of  the  world  , 
including  some  10,000  Ismailis  in  the  U.K.,  will  be  celebrating  the  Sil- 
ver Jubilee  of  the  Imamate  of  Mowlana  Shah  Karim  al-Hussayni  Hazar 
Imam,  the  Aga  Khan  (IV). 

From  early  times  Islam  was  divided  into  two  major  divisions.  That  which 
formed  the  majority,  the  Sunnais  (from  Sunnat,  'tradition'),  believed 
that  the  Caliph  ( Khalifa 3 'successor')  was  an  elected  office,  though 
mostly  hereditary,  and  accepted  the  change  from  the  first  four  "Riohtly 
Guided"  caliphs  to,  first,  the  caliphs  of  the  Umayyad  dynasty  and, 
later,  to  those  of  the  'Abbasids.  However,  the  Shi'ites  (shi'3  'party') 
maintained  that  the  true  caliphate  was  primarily  a spiritual  and  reli- 
gious office  to  which  the  only  legitimate  heirs  were  the  Imams  descen- 
ded from  ' A1 i b.  Abi-Talib,  the  cousin  and  son-in-law  of  Muhammad.  But 
the  'Alids  were  themselves  fragmented,  some  supporting  the  descendants 
of  al-Hasan,  one  son  of  'Ali,  while  others  recognised  the  descendants 
of  al-Husayn,  his  brother.  Of  the  latter,  some  were  "Seveners"  who 
held  that  Isma'il,  the  seventh  Imam,  was  followed  by  three  'hidden' 
imams.  Others  were  'Twelvers',  who  maintained  that  Isma'il  was  disin- 
herited in  favour  of  his  brother  Musa  and  that  his  descendants  were  the 
legitimate  imams  until  the  twelfth  Imam,  Muhammad  al-Muntansir,  dis- 
appeared about  A.H.  260.  At  an  early  period  da'is  ('he  who  summons' 
to  the  true  faith)  were  actively  propagating  Shi'ite  beliefs,  usually 
operating  in  secret  during  the  height  of  'abbasid  power.  After  ini- 
tiating numerous  revolts  they  succeeded  in  setting  up  a Shi'ite  adminis- 
tration in  the  Yemen. 

The  Fatimid  imams  or  caliphs  were  'Seveners'  who  took  their  name  from 
Fatima,  Muhammad's  favorite  daughter,  thus  emphasizing  their  title  to 
legitimate  descent  from  the  Prophet.  The  first  Fatimid  caliph  was 
'Ubaidallah  b.  'Abdullah  who  left  Syria  in  A.D.  909  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Isma'ili  dai  Abu- 'Abdul lah  a 1 -Shi i who  had  obtained  the  support 
of  the  Kitama  Berbers  in  North  Africa.  Sijilmasa  in  Morocco  was  oc- 
cupied, the  Aghlabid  governors  of  Ifriqiyya  were  overthrown,  and 
'Ubaidallah  publicly  took  the  title  of  al-Mahdi  ('the  Rightly  Guided') 
at  Rakada  in  January  910,  being  recognised  by  the  Ismailis  as  the 
eleventh  Imam.  He  had  a new  city,  al -Mahdiyyah , constructed  on  the 
Tunisian  coast  south  of  Carthage,  and  this  was  proclaimed  as  capital  of 
the  new  empire  in  A.D.  920. 

Under  al-Mahdi  several  expeditions  were  despatched  to  conquer  Egypt  but 
these  early  attempts  were  unsuccessful.  However,  Fatimid  rule  was  im- 
posed on  Sicily  in  925  and  under  his  successors,  al -Mansur  and  al-Oaim, 
the  empire  was  further  extended.  The  powerful  al-Muizz  finally  invaded 
Egypt  in  969  (A.H.  358)  and  its  Ikshidid  rulers  were  overthrown  by  a 
Berber  army  led  by  the  Sicil ian-Greek  general  Oaid  Jawhar.  After 
seizing  the  old  city  of  Fustat,  Jawhar  immediately  began  the  construc- 
tion of  a new  city  --  al-Qahira  al-Mu'izziyah  — which  was  completed  in 
three  years.  In  973  (A.H.  362)  Al-Mu'izz  left  Tunisia  and  entered  his 
new  capital  of  Cairo.  From  Egypt  the  Fatimids  pushed  into  Palestine, 
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Syria  and  the  Hejaz  and  al-Mustansir  even  occupied  Baghdad  for  a short 
time. 


Under  the  Fatimads  there  were  eras  of  considerable  prosperity  and  a 
major  flowering  of  Islamic  culture,  especially  in  the  realms  of  the 
sciences  and  philosophy.  The  great  al-Az'har  university  was  estab- 
lished in  972,  initially  as  a mosque  but  later  as  a teaching  centre 
also.  The  decline  of  the  dynasty  and  its  eventual  overthrow  by  the 
Ayyubids  has  been  attributed  to  various  factors,  but  before  that  date 
there  had  been  a dispute  about  the  succession  on  the  death  of  al-Mus- 
tansir. He  was  succeeded  in  the  caliphate  by  his  son  al-Musta-li,  but 
many  Isma'ilis  recognised  his  brother  al-Nisar  as  the  legitimate  heir 
and  continued  to  support  his  line  outside  Egypt.  The  Nisari  Isma’- 
ilis  acquired  the  impregnable  fortress  of  Alamut  in  the  Elburz  Moun- 
tains of  Iran  as  their  headquarters  and  it  was  from  here  that  the  so- 
called  'Assasins'  carried  on  a guerilla  war  against  their  political 
and  religious  opponents.  Alamut  eventually  fell  to  the  Mongols  under 
Hulagu  in  1227,  but  the  Nisari  Isma'ilis  continued  to  survive  and 
thrive  in  various  areas  of  the  Islamic  world,  despite  periodical 
severe  persecutions. 


Several  Isma'ili  imams  held  the  governorship  of  Kirman  province  in  the 
eighteenth  century  but  they  later  settled  in  Mahallat.  When  Imam 
Shah  Kai lilullah  was  murdered  by  a fanatical  mullah  his  son  Aga  Hassan 
'Ali  was  proclaimed  Imam  in  the  place  of  Fath'Ali  Shah,  who  gave  him 
one  of  his  dauahters  in  marriage  and  appointed  him  governor  of  Qum  and 
Mahallat  with  the  title  of  Aga  Khan.  This  became  his  hereditary  title 
and  he  is  usually  known  as  Agha  Khan  Mahal lati.  Though  at  one  time 
Commander-in-Chief  under  Muhammad  Shah  he  was  caught  up  in  palace  . _ 
intrigues  and  eventually  rebelled  against  the  Shah  in  1838  but,  failing 
to  recover  the  province  of  Kirman,  he  left  Iran,  first  for  Afghanistan 
and  later  for  India,  eventually  establishing  the  seat  of  the  Imamate 
in  Bombay. 


The  present  Agha  Khan's  grandfather.  Sir  Sultan  Muhammad  Shdh  Agha 
Khan  (III),  was  a well-known  international  figure  and  noted  in  the. 
western  world  for  his  love  of  horse-racing  and  horse-breeding.  Prince 
Aly  Khan,  his  eldest  son,  was  considered  to  have  a rather  too  frivo- 
lous nature  to  be  a suitable  successor  to  the  Immamate  and  so  it  was 
his  grandson.  Prince  Karim  Khan,  who  became  the  Agha  Khan  (IV)  in  1957 
and  is  now  the  religious  leader  and  spiritual  guide  of  the  Isma  ins. 
Today,  although  there  are  large  Isma'ili  communities  in  various  parts 
of  India  and  Pakistan,  Ceylon  (Sri  Lanka),  Burma. and  East  and  South. 
Africa,  as  well  as  in  the  New  World,  the  Isma'ilis  have  no  territorial 
ambitions  and  are  required  to  be  loyal  citizens  of  the  countries  in 
which  they  reside.  Many  are  prominent  in  commercial  and  cultural 
affairs;  as  well  as  maintaining  a distinct  religious  tradition  they( 
have  become  noted  for  their  charitable  works.  The  present  Agha. Khan  s 
uncle.  Prince  Sadruddin  Khan  was  head  of  the  U.N.  High  Commission  for 

Refugees. 


**************************************** 


******************************* 


number  of  non-English  standard  equivalents  for  the 

■"  ' " ‘ irk  (German'  ' 

Ficha  (Spanish),  among  many  others.  (Submitted  by  J.  F.  Schimmel). 


wor^'token"e-ajetonMrFrench) , Gettone  (ItaHian),  Wertmark  (German)  and 
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BYZANTINE  EMPEROR  ANASTASIUS  - 

HE  FAVORED  MONOPHYSITIC  HERESY 


by  Lee  Grossman,  San  Antonio,  Texas,  NI  #1707 


The  Emperor- General  in  gold 


Did  you  know  the  Byzantine  Empire,  the  surviving  portion  and  medieval 
successor  of  the  Roman  Empire,  was  officially  known  as  the  EMPIRE  OF 
THE  ROMANS? 

And  did  you  know  that  the  city  of  Byzantium,  rebuilt  and  adopted  as  the 
capital  by  Constantine  I The  Great  in  330  AD,  became  Constantinople, 
and  is  now  Istanbul?  You  did?  Good! 

But,  honestly  now,  did  you  really  know  that  the  official  name  of  the 
city  called  Constantinople  was  ...  NEW  ROME?  Enough  diversion  - let's 
get  on  with  the  story. 

When  Zeno,  Emperor  of  the  Eastern  Roman  Empire,  died  in  491,  Anastasius 
I was  proclaimed  emperor.  Later,  in  the  same  year,  he  married  Zeno's 
widow  Ariadne. 

Anastasius  was  born  about  430  in  Dyrrachium  (what  is  now  Durres,  Albania). 
As  a palace  official  in  Constantinople,  he  was  known  for  his  ability 
and  intregity. 

His  reign,  however,  was  troubled  by  local  revolts;  by  a war  with  Persia 
from  502  to  505,  and  by  invasions  of  Huns,  Slavs  and~Bulgars.  In  512, 
in  order  to  protect  the  capital  and  its  vicinity,  Anastasius  built  a 
wall  that  still  bears  his  name.  It  is  located  about  35  miles  west  of 
Constantinople. 

Anastasius  I was  unpopular  with  many  because  he  favored  the  Monophysitic 
heresy.  I wi 11  attempt  to  explain  this  in  as  few  words  as  possible. 
Monophysitic  heresy  was  based  on  a hereticial  Christian  schismatic  sect 
that  maintained  that  Christ  had  only  one  (divine)  nature,  which  was  op- 
posite the  orthodox  doctrine  that  He  was  both  divine  and  human. 

Anastasius  was  praised  by  others  for  suppressing  licentious  dances  and 
gladiatorial  combats  with  wild  beasts.  When  he  died  in  518  AD,  the  em- 
pire was  intact.  He  left  a substantial  treasury  and  a well-disciplined 
army. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Byzantine  coinage  under  Anastasius,  only  three 
of  the  Eastern  mints,  which  functioned  in  the  late  Empire  were  active. 

They  were  Constantinople,  Antioch  and  Nicomedia.  Only  coinage  in  pre- 
cious metals  were  struck  at  Constantinople  --  although  around  498,  the 
reform  of  bronze  coinage  took  place,  and  all  three  mints  were  used  in 
its  production. 

The  emperor  was  usually  depicted  in  gold  in  a frontal  pose,  or  in  other 
metals  in  a profile  pose.  The  reverse  contained  much  information. 


163 


The  mark  of  value  is  indicated  by  the  various  letters  in  the  coins' 
center:  M for  40  Nummia;  K for  20 ; I for  10;  and  E for  5 Nummia  on 

the  copper  coins.  Some  of  these  coins  had  a Star  to  the  left  or  to 
the  right,  or  both  sides  of  the  denomination.  Most  had  a cross  above 
the  center,  with  sometimes  an  "officina"  or  workshop  initial  in  the 
field  and  the  mintmark  abbreviation  (in  exergue  usually  on  the  40 
nummia).  In  lower  grades  it  can  be  challenging  to  separate  the  bronze 
coins  of  this  emperor's  from  those  of  Justin  and  Justinianus. 


Bibliography:  Carson,  R.A.G.,  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD 3 1962. 

********************************************************************* 


"NO  HIDING  PLACE  DOWN  HERE" 


by  Randolph  Zander 3 NI  ti-HLM 


Once  upon  a time  it  felt  good  to  be  an  expert  coin  collector.  Of  course 
there  have  always  been  under-cover  numismatists.  Anyone  with  experience 
in  the  spy  literature  recognizes  the  type  - the  person  who's  happiest 
when  he  or  she's  dealing  with  a single,  reassuring,  come-in-out-of-the- 
cold  sort  of  agent  handler.  I loved  them  as  customers:  anybody  does; 
but  it's  not  healthy,  and  when  I change  hats  and  practice  numismatic 
psychiatry  I advise  such  patients  to  play  the  field  a bit. 

By  and  large,  furtive  numismatics  is  a little  like  shame-faced  sex  and 
secret  tippling.  But  while  sex  and  pot  and  all  get  freer  and  freer, 
numismatics  seems  sometimes  to  get  uptighter. 


But  not  so  long  ago  you  simply  joined  the  local  club  and  then  you  joined 
the  ANA  (or  NI)  and  maybe  a specialized  group  or  two.  Your  name  and 
address  got  into  the  magazines  and  you  had  the  fun  of  being  a sucker- 
list  VIP  for  a while.  Like-minded  collectors  might  get  in  touch  with 
you  and  out  of  it  all  you'd  make  good  friendships  and  useful  contacts. 
But  then,  so  imperceptibly  we  hardly  notice  it,  mean  suspicious  times 
came  in  for  coin  people  and  a lot  of  the  pleasure  and  spontaneity  went 
away.  The  reason  of  course  is  the  very  real  danger  of  burglary  and 
robbery.  More  often  than  not  the  reckless  chap  who  commits  himself 
nowadays  to  a coin  organization  gives  his  name  grudgingly  and  prefers 
not  even  to  hazard  a post-office  box  address. 


Understandable,  I guess,  all  the  more  since  anyone  who  is  anybody  these 
days  has  to  have  been  burgled  or  heisted  a time  or  two.  Still  you  won- 
der in  an  open  society  like  America's  - Glory  be  - if  there  s much 
sense  or  use  in  kidding  yourself  you  can  keep  wholly-  covert  and  wholly 
burglar-proof  or  anything-else-proof . "No  hiding  place  down  here, 
says  the  old  Spiritual. 

Where  might  it  all  end? 

*********************************************************************** 


ESTANCIA:  The  word 


"Estancia"  on  Spanish-American  tokens 
prevalently  on  tokens  from  Argentina  and  Uruguay,  although 
ively  so.  It  is  equivalent  to  the  English  word  estate  . 
by  J.  F.  Schimmel ) . 


is  used  most 
not  exclus- 
(Submitted 
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THE  MADAGASCAR  1883  5 FRANCS  VARIETIES 


by  Carl  F.  Chirico 3 Jr.  , Newark 3 Delawarei  NI  tt 1885 


I would  like  to  point  out  to  my  fellow  members  that  there  are  three 
obverse  and  two  reverse  varieties  of  the  Huth  fantasy  "patterns"  of 
the  1883  Madascar  5 Francs.  I have  never  seen  this  di fference  noted 

in  either  references  or  auction  catalogs, 
and  coin  dealers  I have  talked  to  who  have 
handled  them  do  not  appear  to  be  aware  of 
this.  The  coin  exists  in  silver,  copper 
or  bronze,  and  aluminum,  with  plain  or 
reeded  edge.  However  because  descriptions 
are  not  complete  and  coins  are  not  always 
photographed,  I am  not  sure  if  all  varie- 
ties exist.  I would  like  for  those  of  you 
who  have  any  to  please  let  me  know  the 
type,  metal  and  reeding. 


Type  1 Reverse 

Your  attention  is 
invited  to  the  ac- 
companying photo- 
graphs. I have 
cataloged  them  into 
two  types  based  on 
the  reverse,  with 
obverse  variations. 

I have  never  seen  the 
obverse  of  either  type 
paired  with  the  Type  1-Var.  1.  OBVERSES  Type  - Variety  2 

reverse  of  the  other. 


TYPE  1:  The  reverse  has  a smaller  leaf  wreath  with  berries.  There  are 
two  obverse  varieties  associated  with  it.  VAR-1  has  larger  lettering, 
causing  it  to  be  closer  to  the  dividing  dots,  the  ornament  on  top  of^ 
the  crown  is  shorter  and  the  petals  of  the  flowers  are  much  less  pro- 
nounced. VAR-2  has  smaller  lettering,  stars  in  place  of  dots  separ- 
ating the  legend  and  a taller  ornament  atop  the  crown. 


Type  2 Reverse 


Type  2 Obverse 
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TYPE  2:  has  a different  reverse  and  obverse  than  TYPE-1.  I have  not 
seen  any  obverse  varieties  of  this  type.  The  major  differences  are: 
the  reverse  has  longer  leaves.  The  obverse  lettering  is  the  mean  of 
the  TYPE-1  varieties  and  the  lower  portion  of  the  rice  wreath  is  dif- 
ferent from  either  of  the  other  two  obverses.  The  border  dots  of  the 
obverse  and  reverse  are  smaller  than  the  border  denticles  of  TYPE-1. 

I am  not  sure  of  the  relative  rarity  of  any  of  these.  I would  appre- 
ciate any  input  from  readers.  My  address  is:  P.0.  Box  7391,  Newark, 
DE  19714  USA. 

******************************************************************** 


NICARCHUS,  A Little-Known  King  of  PAEONIA 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine,  NI  #1832 


Macedon , KINGDOM  OF  PAEONIA , Nicarchus , 
mid  3rd  Century  BC.  AE  20.  Head  of 
Apollo  rt. , over  which  a large  circular 
counterstanrp  of  a young  male  head  rt. 
Rev.  NIKAPXOY  on  left , vertically 
downwards;  Zeus  stg.  rt.  sacrificing 
over  tripod-altar.  Icard  p.  335 , cc.  Head  pg.  238.  Both  coin  and 
counter  stamp  are  About  Very  Fine. 


This  may  seem  like  the  sketchiest  attribution  you've  ever  heard,  but 
I think  it  is  pretty  solid.  There  is  no  city  with  these  letters,  and 
no  other  monarch;  just  little  known  Nicarchus  , unlisted  in  every 
major  reference  work,  but  the  above  two,  because  only  one  coin  is 
known  to  have  been  issued  by  him,  a silver  tetradrachm,  of  which  only 
a couple  pieces  are  known.  And  the  design  of  the  tetradrachm?  Head 
of  Apollo  on  obv.  , a tripod  on  the  reverse.  Add  to  this,  that  it  was 
the  common  practice  of  the  kings  of  Paeonia  to  put  only  their  name 
on  their  coin,  not  the  state.  Taken  all  together,  there  seems  little 
doubt  that  this  is  a previously  unknown  coin  of  said  little  known 
Nicarchus  of  Paeonia:  it's  rarity  is  probably  equal  to  the  tetra- 
drachm. 

******************************************************************** 


DENOMINATIONS 


TARA  or  TARt::  A small  silver  Indian  coin  of  the  Malabar  Coast  and 

equal  to  1/2  rupee.  Now  obsolete. 


UNGARO:  A gold  coin  of  ducat  size  with  the  Madonna  & Child  design 

first  issued  by  Matthias  Covinus  of  Hungary  (15th  century).  A^s° 
gold  ducat-size  coins  of  various  Italian  states  in  the  16th  and  17th 
centuries  with  a variation  of  the  Madonna  & Child  design.  (Subm^tted 
by  Len  Harsel) . 

VINTEM:  An  obsolete  silver  coin  of  2 reis  issued  first  by  King  Manuel 

(1495-1521).  Later  in  the  18th  century  it  was  a bronze  coin,  due  to 
depreciation,  and  issued  in  the  Portuguese  Indian  colonies  with  a 
value  of  20  reis;  multiples  were  issued  to  12,  called  a xeraphim. 
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A WISP  OF  HOPE  FOR  THE  SPECIALIST 


by  Randolph  Zander , Alexandria , VA,,  USA,  NI-HLM 

Ours  is  the  age  of  specialization.  The  man  of  the  Renaissance  and  the 
Eighteenth-Century  encyclopedist  were  all  very  well  for  their  time, 
but  now  they  are  suitably  quaint  objects  of  our  concescending  amusement. 

In  numismatics,  as  in  the  world  at  large,  informed  men  — persons  a— 
breast  of  the  times  - set  aside  the  illusion  of  omniscience  and  set- 
tle sooner  or  later  into  a right-little,  tight-little  specialty.  But 
perhaps  I make  it  seem  too  easy,  for  it  is  the  rarest  of  men  who  can 
wholly  discipline  himself  not  to  steal  a furtive  glance  over  his  neigh- 
bor's hedge. 

There  are,  to  be  sure,  various  popular  but  wholly  banal  specialties. 

Of  what  significance  can  it  be  to  assemble  a date-set  of  USA  Indian 
cents?  What  asthetic  virtue  distinguishes  1877  from  1878?  Who  enjoys 
tip-toeing  his  murky  way  through  an  endless  succession  of  German  talers 
with  their  Pennsylvania-Dutch  or  pseudo-Baroque  decor,  or  for  that  mat- 
ter honoring  those  vultures  the  sutlers  by  collecting  their  tiresome 
tokens?  Do  the  representations  of  the  Roman  emperors  - pluperfect  Ma- 
fiosi, most  of  them  — truly  appeal?  If  so,  one's  more  pitied  than 
censored . 

The  aim  is  to  find  and  to  make  the  most  of  a specialty  which  combines 
concentration  of  focus  and  depth  of  intellectual  exercise.  Thus  it  is 
to  the  sophisticated  collector  - the  man  who  has  learned  to  resist  the 
vulgar  - that  these  paragraphs  are  respectfully  addressed.  The  subject 
is  the  collection  of  Lint-marks  on  proof  coins. 

You  will  recall  that  older  proof  coins  were  struck  from  polished  dies 
on  polished  planchets.  Wisps  of  lint  were  sometimes  left  after  polish- 
ing, either  on  the  die  or  on  the  flan.  These  fugitive  wisps,  themselves 
so  insubstantial  and  ephemeral,  left  their  impression  on  the  hand-struck 
proofs;  and  their  traces  constitute  one  of  the  most  exciting  specialties 
known  to  numismatics. 

Each  impression  is  unique.  Each  mint  and  each  period  of  each  mint  is 
known  by  its  characteristic  wisp.  The  coarse,  crinkly  Merino  of  Phila- 
delphia in  the  '70's  is  quite  another  matter  from  the  smooth  camel's 
hair  of  Madrid  in  its  finest  period.  The  crisp  rice-paper  wisps  of 
early-Keiji  Osaka  are  a pleasure  to  the  spirit  and  the  eye  - a numis- 
matic 23-syllable  poem,  if  you  will.  Second-Empire  Paris  chose  a cheap 
shoddy,  typical  of  the  sleazy  impermanence  of  the  time  and  regime.  What 
could  be  more  charming  than  the  occasional  fossil  like  impression  of 
the  eiderdown  feathers  with  which  the  Sublime  Porto  dusted  the  flans 
destined  to  receive  the  impression  of  its  occasional  proofs? 

Proper  recording  of  lintological  characteristics  of  each  coin  is  a 
purdentanti-burgularly  measure.  Readers  with  a certain  memory  will 
recall  the  author's  expert  testimony  which  consigned  the  notorious 
Madsden  to  Leavenworth  [federal  prison.  A. ED. 3 and  restored  an  incom- 
parable run  of  Plierte-Platten  to  its  (by  his  request)  anonymous  owner. 

No  object  whose  creators  conciously  aim  it  at  the  collector  is  worthy 
of  serious  attention.  You  will  join  me  in  dismissing  commemorative 
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half  dollars  and  Sharjah  rupees  and  the  like.  It  is  my  duty  to  re- 
port, however,  that  not  every  mint  has  left  it  to  nature  to  take  its 
unassisted  course  in  the  matter  of  linting  proofs.  That  gifted  jour- 
neyman buccaneer  of  the  mauve  decade,  duJardin,  contrived  in  half  a 
dozen  European  mints  (from  each  of  which  he  was  discharged)  so  to 
structure  the  pattern  of  lint  wisps  on  proofs  as  to  produce  outline 
drawings  and,  on  occasion,  even  four-letter  words  that  were  more 
daring  in  those  days  than  in  our  own  permissive  time.  DuJardin 
proof-pornography  is  accordingly  a specialty  quite  of  its  own,  one 
however  which  right-minded  collectors  must  depreciate. 

For  the  likes  of  you  and  me,  who  share  Edwardian  tastes,  lintology  (or 
wispology  as  the  purists  insist)  is  happily  a dated  science.  It 
flourished  along  with  antimacassars  and  the  Orient  Express,  and  it  has 
since  had  the  good  sense  to  opt  out.  Nowadays,  mints  clean  proof 
flans  with  compressed  air  or  with  ultra-sonic  shimmy.  Their  products 
are  predictably  pasteurized,  characterless,  indistinguishable. 

Sic  transit  gloria. . . . 

********************************************************************* 
BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  books  listed  in  this 
section  for  publication  in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section.) 

Book  in  preparation  on  designer  and  sculptor  James  Berry  (1906-1979) 

The  Tauranga  Numismatic  Society  of  New  Zealand  has  commissioned  Dr.  J. 

R.  Tye  to  prepare  a book  on  James  Berry  (1906-1979),  New  Zealand  artist, 
designer  and  sculptor  of  a large  number  of  stamps,  coins  and  medals  for 
Australia,  New  Zealand,  Western  Samoa,  Cook  Islands  and  other  Pacific 
island  countries.  Berry  designed  over  200  stamps  during  his  career  as 
well  as  the  magnificent  60  medals  for  the  series  "Medallic  History  of 
Australia".  His  coin  designs  include  decimals  for  New  Zealand  and  a 
number  of  coins,  medals  and  stamps  featuring  the  portrait  of  Capt.  Cook. 

The  book  will  feature  a comprehensive  catalogue  of  his  coin,  stamp  and 
medal  designs,  as  well  as  his  biography.  It  is  estimated  the  book  will 
sell  for  between  $20-25  New  Zealand  ($15-19  US)  a copy.  In  order  to 
ascertain  an  idea  of  the  print  run  and  public  support,  the  Society 
would  appreciate  hearing  from  those  interested  in  the  book.  Their 
address  is  P.  0.  Box  203,  Tauranga,  New  Zealand. 

Jerry  Remick 
Ste-Foy , P.Q.  , Canada 


Musser  releases  NOTGELD  NEWSLETTER  No.  14 

Dwight  L.  Musser,  Box  305,  Ridge  Manor,  FL  33525  has  just  released  his 
latest  in  the  series  of  NOTGELD  NEWSLETTER.  No.  14  is  entitled  "Not- 
geld  of  the  Pinneberg  District"  and  is  on  8 pages  (8V  x 11"). 

Interested  persons  may  acquire  a copy  for  $2.00  plus  50<t  postage  and 
handling  from  the  author  at  the  address  above. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  unicirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Complete 

except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints  for 
the  particular  year. 

PORTUGAL : Y7  - 1884;  Y37  - 1918;  Y39  - 1927;  Y40  - 1924,  1925;  Y41  - 

C;  Y42  - 1917;  Y43  - 1920;  Y44  - 1921;  Y45  - 1926;  Y54  - 1952,  1955, 
1958,  1960,  1961,  1962,  1963,  1966,  1968;  Y55  - 1951,  1959,  1961,  1966, 

1968;  Y57  - 1946,  1951;  Y58  - 1948,  1951;  Y60  - CX  (1944,  1945,  1946, 

1947,  1948,  1949,  1952,  1955,  1956,  1959,  1963,  1966);  Y61  - 1943,  1949, 

1961,  1962,  1964,  1965,  1967,  1968,  1969;  Y67  - C to  1978  X (1966); 

Y68  - C to  1977  X (1965,  1972);  YA68  - 1973;  Y69  - C;  Y72  - C to  1974; 
Y73  - C to  1977. 

QATAR  & DUBAI:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - 1386;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - 1386;  Y5  - C. 

REUNION:  Y8  - 1948,  1964;  Y9  - 1948;  Y10  - 1955;  Yll  - 1964;  Y12  - 1964 
Y13  - 1964 ; Y14  - 1964.  

RHODESIA  - Southern  Rhodesia:  Y6  - 1932;  Y8a  - 1944;  Y9  - 1939,  1942; 

Y19a  - C;  Y19b  - 1944;  Y21  - 1942;  Y28  - 1951,  1952;  Y29  - 1949,  1951; 
Y30  - 1952.  Republic  of  Rhodesia:  YA1  - C;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C; 

Y4  - C_;  Y5  - 1970 ; Y6  - 1970;  Y7  - 1970.  Rhodesia  & Nyasaland:  YT  - 
CX  (1956);  Y2  - CX  (1956,  1958);  Y3  - CX  (1957,  1962);  Y4  - 1955,  1957; 
Y5  - CX  (1955);  Y6  - 1955;  Y7  - 1955.  ~ 

ROMANIA:  Y4  - 1867W;  Y29  - C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y44  - 1914;  Y47  - C; 

Y49  - C;  Y50  - 1924(P) ; Y55  - 1930;  Y60  - 1937;  Y61  - 1936;  Y75  - 1942  , 

1944;  Y76  - 1943;  Y96  - C;  Y97  - C;  Y98a  - 1956,  1957;  Y101  - 1956; 

Y 1 02  - C;  Y103  - C;  Y104  - C;  Y105  - C;  Y106  - C;  Y107  - C;  Y108  - C; 

Y109  - C;  Y110  - C;  Ylll  - C. 

RUSSIA:  C47  - 1909;  C118.2  - 1811;  Cl  18. 3 - 1 811  EM , 1811HM,  1812EM, 

1812HM,  1811aiB,  1813HM,  1815EM,  1821EM;  C136  - 1829EM;  C140  - 1833EM; 
C144  - 1 840cnM ; C146  - 1 841  EM ; C149  - 1854;  C163  - 1845;  Y2  - 1855EM; 

Y3  - CX  (1859);  Y3a  - 1860,  1866;  Y4  - 1858EM;  Y4a  - 1 86 1 EM ; Y5a  - 
1859;  Y8  - 1869cnB;  Y9  - 1896,  1899,  1900,  1905,  1911,  1913,  1916; 

Y 1 0 - 1877,  1911,  1913;  Yll  - 1904;  Y12  - 1875;  Y19a  - 1890;  Y20a  - 

1867,  1893,  1903,  1904,  1909,  1910,  1915;  Y21 a - 1914,  1915;  Y22a  - 

1904,  1913,  1916;  Y23  - 1878;  Y30  - 1889,  1892;  Y47  - 1909;  Y48  - 1899; 
Y59  - 1898.  U.S.S.R. : Y76  - 1924  reed;  Y78  - 1924  plain;  Y80  - 1923; 

Y81  - 1923;  Y82  - 1923;  Y83  - 1922NR;  Y86  - 1928;  Y87  - 1925;  Y88  - 

1929;  Y89  - 1924TP;  Y91  - 1927;  Y92  - 1929,  1930,  1931,  1933,  1935; 

Y93  - 1932;  Y94  - 1930;  Y95  - 1932;  Y96  - CX  (1934);  Y97  - 1931,  1933; 

Y98  - 1935;  Y99  - C;  Y100  - C;  Y102  - 1936;  Y1 03  - 1936;  Y104  - C; 

Y105  - 1939,  1940;  Y106  - 1940,  1945;  Y107  - 1940;  Y108  - 1940,  1946; 
Y109  - 1940,  1946;  Y110  - 1940,  1941,  1943,  1945;  Ylll  - CX  (1939, 

1944,  1946);  Y112  - 1949,  1952,  1953,  1956;  Yll 3 - 1952;  Y114  - 1953; 

Y 11 5 - 1949,  1953;  Y116  - 1954,  1955,  1956;  Yll 7 - 1955,  1956;  Yll 8 - 

1948,  1954,  1955,  1956;  Y119  - C;  Y120  - C;  Y121  -TTY122  - C; 

Y 1 23  - C;  Y124  - C;  Y125  - C;  Y126  - 1961  , 1963,  1969,  1970,  1971  , 

1973;  Y127  - 1961  , 1963,  1970,  1972;  Y128  - 1961  , 1970;  Y129  - 1961  , 

1962;  Y130  - 1961  , 1971  ; Y131  - 1961  , 1962;  Yl32  - 1961  ; Y133  - C; 

Y 1 33a  - 1964;  Y134a  - 1964;  Y135  - C;  Y141  - C;  Y142  - C;  Y144  - C. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Allan  Klenman.  THE  FOUR  FACES  OF  CAPTAIN  COOK  — A RECORD  OF  THE 
COINS  AND  MEDALS  OF  JAMES  COOK.  86pp,  ill  US.,  9"  x 6",  soft  and 
hard  cover.  Soft  cover  $30.00  US  postpaid.  Limited  edition  of 
100  hard  cover  copies  at  $41.00  US  postpaid.  Cook  Publications, 

944  Woodside  Place,  Victoria,  B.C.,  Canada  V8Y  2P3. 

This  book  is  divided  into  two  section;  the  first  catalogues  the  medals 
of  Capt.  Cook  and  the  second  his  coins.  Data  for  both  sections  is 
presented  spaciously  in  the  same  format.  Medals  and  coins  are  cata- 
logued in  chronological  order,  according  to  date  of  issue.  A photo 
of  both  side  of  each  medal  or  coin  is  shown.  Most  photos  were  taken 
by  Ronald  A.  Grene  of  Victoria  and  Dr.  W.  J.  Miro  of  Sydney,  Australia. 
The  following  data  is  presented  for  each  piece:  date,  issuer,  de- 

signer, engraver,  diameter,  metal (s),  number  struck,  mint,  edge  marks, 
issue  price  and  remarks. 

118  issues  of  Capt.  Cook  medals  are  catalogued  and  numbered  by  the 
author;  some  issues  consist  of  several  differently  designed  medals. 

The  first  medal  was  issued  in  1772  and  the  most  recent  in  1980. 

Capt.  Cook  coins  catalogued  include  21  different  coins  issued  by  the 
United  States  (1928  commemorative  50<t),  New  Zealand,  Australia,  West- 
ern Samoa  and  Cook  Islands. 

Several  issues  of  municipal  Canadian  trade  dollars  commemorating 
James  Cook  are  included  in  the  medals  section. 

Quite  a few  of  the  medals  and  coins  were  designed  by  the  late  James 
Berry  (1906-1979)  and  a 2 page  biography  is  included  on  Berry. 

Numismatist  Allan  Klenman  has  been  an  admirer  of  Capt.  Cook  since  he 
was  in  the  4th  grade.  Over  the  last  20  years  he  has  collected  any- 
thing available  on  Capt.  Cook,  including  books,  maps,  coins,  medal- 
lions, etc.  In  1978  Allan  designed  a 2-inch  medallion  with  the  port- 
rait of  Capt.  Cook  on  one  side  and  his  ship  on  the  other  which  was 
issued  in  copper,  bronze  and  antiqued  silver  to  mark  the  bicentennial 
of  the  first  landing  of  Capt.  Book  in  British  Columbia. 

Capt.  Cook  (1728-1779),  mariner,  explorer,  cartographer  and  scientist, 
made  three  major  voyages  into  the  Pacific  between  1768  and  his  death 
in  Hawaii  at  the  hands  of  natives  in  1779.  On  March  27,  1778,  he 
landed  at  Nootka  on  Vancouver  Island  (British  Columbia),  being  the 
first  white  man  to  do  so.  Soon  after  his  landing  he  followed  the 
coast  of  British  Columbia  northward  to  Alaska,  charting  it  as  he 
went.  Earlier  in  his  career  he  charted  dangerous  sand  bars  in  the 
St.  Lawrence  River  in  eastern  Canada. 

Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


B.  K.  Thurslow.  ITALIAN  CAST  COINAGE  (AES  GRAVE).  I.  G.  Vecchi . 
ITALIAN  AES  RUDE  SIGNATUM  & THE  AES  GRAVE  OF  SICILY.  1979.  Hardback, 
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lh"  x 10",  50pp  text,  tables,  map  of  mints,  etc.  82  plates,  315  coins 
illustrated. 

This  is  a rather  specialized  little  book  but  it  serves  as  a good  intro- 
duction for  anyone  interested  in  Roman  coins  and  in  particular  those  of 
the  Republic.  The  illustrations  are  good  for  this  is  not  the  type  of 
coin  that  is  easy  to  photograph  well  enough  for  printing. 

Beside  the  preface  and  introduction  there  is  a useful  summary  of  the 
hitorical  background.  It  is  worth  remembering  that  this  is  a primitive 
period  in  Rome's  history.  These  bronze  pieces  were  for  barter  rather 
than  cash  in  the  traditional  sense.  Their  end  came  when  Rome  turned 
to  the  basic  gold  and  silver  standards  prevailing  in  the  Eastern  Medi- 
terranean. 


Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Serge  Pelletier.  CANADIAN  MUNICIPAL  TRADE  DOLLARS  POCKET  CHECKLIST. 

52pp,  stiff  cover,  6V  x 3V.  $2.50  postpaid.  The  Uni  trade  Press, 

P.  0.  Box  172,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W  1B2.  Discount 
to  dealers. 

Trade  dollars  (about  750),  as  well  as  other  denominations  (.50<£,  $2.00, 
$2.50  and  $5.00)  are  listed  by  date  under  their  issuing  municipality. 

The  municipalities  are  listed  alphabetically  according  to  their  home 
province  or  territory.  Major  die  varieties,  restrikes  and  trade  notes 
are  listed,  each  in  a separate  section  at  the  end  of  the  checklist. 
Off-metal  varieties,  issued  in  small  amounts  and  always  sold  at  a prem- 
ium above  face  value  (gold  plated,  rhodium  plated,  etc.),  as  well  as 
silver  and  gold  specimens,  are  not  listed.  All  municipal  Canadian 
trade  dollars  issued  through  1982  are  listed. 

A box  before  each  item  allows  the  collector  to  check  off  items  in  his 
or  her  collection.  Two  stars  appear  in  the  main  listing  after  dollars 
that  have  been  restruck  as  a warning  to  all.  One  star  appears  after 
those  dollars  with  die  varieties  listed  in  that  section  of  the  book. 

A rarity  numeral  (R1  up  to  $2.50,  R2  $2.50-$5.00,  R3  $5.00-$10.00,  etc.) 
is  given  as  a valuation  for  each  item  listed, including  die  varieties 
and  trade  notes.  Valuations  are  realistic  and  conservative. 

A 2-page  bilingual  introductory  section  begins  the  checklist.  A list- 
ing of  the  name  and  address  of  13  dealers  in  trade  dollars  concludes 
the  booklet. 

This  checklist  is  as  near  to  perfection  for  a work  of  this  sort  as  one 
can  get.  It  is  easy  to  follow  and  not  encumbered  by  die  varieties  and 
off-metal  types.  With  Uni  trade  Press  behind  the  edition,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  this  checklist  will  receive  a wide  circulation  and  will  become 
the  standard  checklist  of  municipal  Canadian  trade  dollars. 

Serge  Pelletier,  now  a youthful  22  in  the  Canadian  Armed  Services  at 
Camp  Borden,  authored  the  first  check  list  on  municipal  Canadian  trade 
dollars  in  1980  and  this  was  followed  a few  months  later  by  the  first 
illustrated  catalogue  on  the  subject,  which  he  also  authored.  The 
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fast  growing  hobby  of  municipal  trade  dollars  was  thus  brought  before 
the  attention  of  the  public  by  Serge's  initial  works. 

A new  edition  of  a fully  illustrated  catalogue  on  Canadian  trade  dol- 
lars, authored  by  Serge  Pelletier,  will  be  published  by  Unitrade  Press 
this  spring. 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


Z.  H;  Klawans.  IMITATION  AND  INVENTORIES  OF  ROMAN  COINS.  1977.  Hard- 
back. Society  of  International  Numismatics.  124pp  text  and  illustra- 
tions. Bibl iography , emperors.  Index  of  legends: 

This  beautifully  printed  little  handbook  deals  with  the  coins  of  the 
Roman  Empire  which  actually  were  struck  during  the  Renaissance.  This 
was  a period  when  anything  classical  was  in  great  demand.  As  always 
there  was  someone  ready  to  make  good  the  shortage,  nor  did  collectors 
have  the  expertise  and  knowledge  that  they  do  today.  Many  such  coins 
were  manufactured  by  a citizen  of  Padua,  de  Cavino,  copied,  with  slight 
variations,  from  original  coins.  Some  55  of  his  dies  are  preserved  in 
the  Bi bl iotheque  National e in  Paris.  The  coins  themselves  are  works 
of  art  as  da  Cavino  chose  very  fine  examples  to  copy.  Results  of  his 
work  are  to  be  found  in  many  well  known  national  collections.  In  a 
few  cases  one  of  the  dies  used  is  not  that  of  da  Cavino.  Some  of  the 
actual  dies  are  illustrated  in  the  book. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Peter  Seaby  and  P.  Frank  Purvey,  editors.  COINS  OF  ENGLAND  AND  TEE 
UNITED  KINGDOM,  19th  edition.  312pp,  5-3/4"  x 8-3/4",  i 11  us . , thick 
cardboard  cover.  £8.50,  $17.50  US.  B.  A.  Seaby  Ltd.,  11  Margaret 
St.,  London  WIN  8AT,  England;  Numismatic  Fine  Arts,  Box  3788,  324  North 
Rodeo  Drive,  Beverly  Hills,  Calif.  90212,  USA;  and  Trade  Winds,  Inc., 

Box  401,  Clementon,  N.J.  09201,  USA. 

This  book  catalogues  the  coins  in  all  metals  of  England  and  the  United 
Kingdom,  beginning  with  the  coinage  of  the  Celtic  period  and  ending 
with  the  coinage  of  the  present  day.  Two  valuations  are  given  for 
each  coin.  Coins  are  listed  by  date  and  mintages  are  not  given.  Clear 
photos  of  all  type  coins  are  included  and  most  major  die  varieties  are 
catalogued. 

For  this  edition  the  entire  text  has  been  re-set  and  all  the  illustra- 
tions are  new.  A section  on  Latin  legends  on  English  coins  and  their 
translation,  and  on  mint  marks  and  other  symbols  concludes  the  catalogue. 
The  catalogue  is  the  standard  reference  on  valuation  of  the  coins  of 
England  and  the  United  Kingdom. 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


A.  Cunningham.  COINS  OF  ALEXANDER'S  SUCCESSORS  IN  THE  EAST  (Bactvia, 
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AHana3  India).  Reprint,  hardback.  Arnaldo  Fiorini  (1884  edit.)  1969. 
336pp  text,  14  tables  and  plates  (drawings).  Table  of  monograms  and  of 
Arian  and  Indian  alphabets.  Offset. 

This  is  one  of  the  few  Indian  numismatic  classics  that  has  been  reprint- 
ed in  Europe.  It  is  a joy  to  have  one  printed  on  good  paper  and  well 
bound.  We  have  the  fact  that  it  deals  with  coins  of  a Greek  background 
to  thank  for  its  reprinting  there.  Indo-Greek  coins,  by  reason  of  their 
nature,  have  always  been  a stepchild  of  the  classical  tradition;  partly 
they  have  been  less  obtainable,  partly  because  they  lack  the  beauty  of 
the  classical  coinage. 

The  high  cost  of  Greek  coins  and  an  increasing  interest  in  the  whole 
field  of  Indian  numismatics  have  made  this  a timely  work.  The  text  is 
readable  and  is  a good  introduction  both  to  the  period  and  to  the  coins 
themselves.  Probably  a good  deal  needs  to  be  brought  up  to  date  - as 
to  the  discussion  as  to  whether  coinage  began  in  India  or  Asia  Minor, 
but  I would  recommend  the  work  to  anyone  interested  in  this  field  as 
an  extension  of  the  classical  Greek  coinage;  or  Indian  coins  themselves. 

Reviewed  by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 


Dion  H.  Skinner.  RENNIKS  AUSTRALIAN  COIN  VALUES  3 5th  edition.  28pp, 
5V  x 8",  thick  paper  cover,  ill  us.  $2.75  Australian  plus  postage. 
Seven  Seas  Stamps  Pty.  Ltd.,  Dubbo,  New  South  Wales  2830,  Australia. 

Australian  coinage  from  the  first  currency  issues  in  1910  through  the 
1982  coinage,  as  well  as  proof  sets  and  mint  sets,  are  catalogued. 
British  imperial  gold  half  sovereigns  and  sovereigns  struck  at  Austral- 
ian mints  are  not  catalogued.  Valuations  are  given  for  up  to  5 con- 
ditions from  very  good  through  uncirculated.  The  mint  is  listed  for 
each  entry  and  where  applicable  the  mint  mark  is  given  as  well  as  its 
location.  Mintages  are  not  listed  for  the  sterling  coinage,  but  are 
given  for  the  decimal  coins  which  were  first  issued  in  1966.  A clear 
photograph  of  both  sides  of  each  type  coin  is  shown. 

This  catalogue  is  an  abbreviated  form  of  RENNIKS  AUSTRALIAN  COIN  AND 
BANKNOTE  GUIDE 3 now  in  its  13th  edition,  which  is  the  standard  refer- 
ence on  Australian  numismatics. 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


Paul  Johnson  & Ted  Banning,  editors.  EXHIBITS  AND  JUDGING  IN  NUMIS- 
MATICS. Available  for  $3.00  postpaid  from  the  publisher,  Canadian 
Numismatic  Association,  P.  0.  Box  226,  Barrie,  Ontario,  Canada  L4M  4T2. 

This  booklet,  a result  of  a seminar  on  exhibiting  paneled  by  Canadian 
and  other  American  numismatists,  includes  in  addition  to  talks  from 
that  event  further  articles  which  make  it  a complete  guide  to  exhibit- 
ing. The  subjects  range  from  why  to  display  through  originality, 
creativity,  the  use  of  photography  in  exhibits,  how  to  research  for 
a exhibit,  to  preparing  for  a show  and  the  duties  of  exhibit  chairmen 
and  judges. 
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Most  of  the  sixteen  authors  represented  in  EXHIBITS  AND  JUDGING  have 
important  thoughts  to  share  with  those  collectors  who  have  not  exper- 
ienced the  fun  to  be  had  from  exhibiting.  Those  numismatists  who 
don't  buy  a copy  of  this  publication  for  their  own  use  should  send 
for  one  to  give  a young  numismatist;  such  a present  will  be  more  valuable 
to  young  collectors  than  this  year's  proof  set.  Send  for  it  now! 

Reviewed  by  David  Block 


Wilhelm  Schratz.  Die  CON  VENT I ONSMUENZEN  DER  HERZOGE  VON  BAYERN  UND 
DER  BISCHOFE  VON  REGENSBURGER,  1880  and  MUTHMASSLICHE  ZUTHEILUNG  DER 
RE GEN SBURGER  GEMEI NSCHA FTSMUENZEN  VON  MITTE  DES  11.  bix  MITTE  des  13. 
JAHRHUNDERTS 3 1890. 

These  two  reprints  are  part  of  the  useful  mini -series  of  material  on 
medieval  numismatics  being  published  by  Alfred  Szego.  They  came  out 
in  1982.  Between  them,  the  two  works  by  the  same  author  cover  a per- 
iod of  250  years,  from  about  1050  AD  to  around  1300,  during  which  the 
Dukes  of  Bavaria  and  the  Bishops  of  Regensburg  issued  what  amounted 
to  a joint  coinage,  involving  overlapping  reigns  of  the  Secular  and 
the  Spiritual  rulers.  The  two  works  (reprints  of  articles)  together 
in  75  pages  of  text  and  four  line-drawn  plates  present  a well-organized 
sequential  catalogue  of  the  principal  types,  with  many  varieties  of 
each . 

The  original  articles  were  written  ten  years  apart.  Their  coverage 
overlaps  only  partly,  and  the  author  by  1890  had  refined  in  some  re- 
spects his  1880  methodology  for  classification.  Together  they  form  a 
most  useful  attribution  tool.  Moreover  they  are  readily  and  inexpen- 
sively available  from  the  publisher,  Alfred  Szego,  Box  142,  West 
Sayvi lie,  N.Y.  11796,  USA. 


Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 


R.  S.  Yeoman.  MONIES  OF  THE  BIBLE.  Originally  published  in  the  1960s 
by  Whitman  Publishing  Co.,  this  reprint  is  by  Sanford  J.  Durst  Publish- 
ers, 29-28  41st  Avenue,  Long  Island  City,  NY  11101,  USA.  1982.  60pp 
incl.  index  and  selected  bibliography.  Soft  covers.  $7.00. 

To  those  of  us  who  have  had  the  original  black  flex-cover  edition  this 
reprint  with  its  white  flex  cover  gives  one  pause  to  think.  We  have 
been  enjoying  our  hobby  a nice  long  time! 

Mr.  Yeoman's  fascinating  book  gives  a nice  but  brief  look  at  Biblical 
era  coins  and  Biblical  quotes  on  money  in  general  and  then  on  various 
coins  then  in  use.  He  discusses  and  illustrates  several  coins  which 
surely  must  have  been  part  of  the  "30  Pieces  of  Silver".  Then  coins 
of  the  High  Priests  of  Jerusalem  are  discussed;  with  the  issues  of 
the  Roman  rulers  who  followed.  The  book  concludes  with  the  coins  of 
the  1st  and  2nd  Revolts. 

This  concise  edition  still  is  the  standard  work  that  is  fascinating 
reading  and  opens  the  door  to  greater  study  if  we  choose  of  this 
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Biblical  as  well  as  historical  period. 


Reviewed  by  Fred  Drost 


Robert  A.  Potash.  MEXICAN  GOVERNMENT  AND  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT  IN 
THE  EARLY  REPUBLIC:  THE  BANCO  DE  AVIO.  1983.  264pp , clothbound. 

$27.50  postpaid  in  USA.  All  other  countries,  add  the  sum  of  U.S. 

$3.25  for  registration.  Available  from  the  reviewer,  103  Sixth  Ave. 
North,  Virginia,  MN  55792. 

This  work  is  a re-edition  of  a volume  that  appeared  initially  in  Span- 
ish as  EL  BANCO  DE  AVIO  DE  MEXICO:  EL  FOMENTO  DE  LA  INDI STRIA  1821- 

1846.  Written  by  a distinguished  historian  of  Latin  America  (Professor 
of  History  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts,  Amherst),  it  traces  the 
development  of  an  indigenous  Mexican  industry  and  demonstrates  how 
such  industry  arose  from  a policy  of  financial  assistance  and  protec- 
tionist tariffs,  despite  political  upheavals  and  changes  in  the  Mex- 
ican government. 

Potash  analyzes  the  role  of  the  bank  in  lending  money  to  the  Mexican 
textile  industry  and  other  businesses  during  its  twelve  year  regime 
(1830-1842)  and  describes  Lucas  Alaman's  contribution  to  its  formation. 
Acknowledging  criticisms  that  the  bank  was  corrupt  and/or  ineffective. 
Potash  nonetheless  concludes  that  it  had  a significant  impact  on  the 
development  of  Mexico's  textile  industry,  the  original  mandate  of  its 
creation.  A bibliographical  postscript  reviews  research  in  the  field 
since  the  1969  publication  of  the  Spanish  edition. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


B.  Ahlstrom.  SVERIGES  MINT  1818-1982  (Swedish  Money  1818-1982),  with 
valuations  for  1983. 

This,  the  eighth  revised  edition  of  the  valuations  guide,  is  the  annual 
update  to  the  parent  book  SVERIGES  MYNT  1521-1977  (1976).  The  guide  is 
profusely  illustrated  and  covers  the  more  popular  collecting  fields 
which  usually  begin  in  Sweden  with  the  Bernadotte  Dynasty  (1818).  While 
each  major  type  is  illustrated,  valuations  are  given  in  six  grades  of 
preservation : VG,  Fine,  VF,  EF,  EF-UNC  & UNC.  This  book  is  a handy 

pocket  size  and  makes  a good  check  list  as  well.  It  is  definitely  a 
must  for  the  collector  who  specializes  in  Swedish  coins. 

The  authors  in  their  foreword,  note  the  16%  devaluation  of  Sweden's  cur- 
rency in  1982  is  reflected  in  the  prices  and  is  expected  to  aid  in  the 
restimulation  of  the  Swedish  coin  market.  Also  reflected  in  the  prices 
is  a 17.7%  VAT  (Sales)  Tax.  It  may  also  be  noted  the  larger  silver 
pieces  of  Karl  XIV,  Oscar  I and  Karl  XV  in  the  lower  grades  have  taken 
a downward  adjustment  in  price  to  more  truly  reflect  their  proper  value 
(in  ratio  to  supply  of  such  low  grade  material).  The  book  no  longer 
states  prices  for  coins  having  no  real  numismatic  value;  especially, 
those  coins  who  value  is  totally  dependent  upon  the  metal  markets. 

Reviewed  by  A.  L.  Schrock 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like  to  pur- 

chase Paraguay  Y-6,  5 Centavos,  1900  in  Very  Fine  or  better  condition. 

I can  use  all  you  have  probably  and  will  pay  top  dollar. 

E.  Swi eczkowski , 184  Laurel  Ave.,  Irvington,  N.J.  07111:  WANTED  TO 

BUY  - Poland  Y5.1,  Y6a , Y6.1  and  Y7a. 

Terris  C.  Howard,  P.  0.  Box  1048,  Mukilteo,  WA  98275:  WANTED  to  assist 

in  research  of  Spanish  coins.  I will  buy  or  borrow  the  following  book 
from  any  source:  La  Moneda  Espaftola  Contemporanea.  Madrid:  1967,  by 
Ramon  de  Fontecha  y Sanchez.  Note:  Book  available  at  ANS  library  but 
not  for  loan.  ANA  library  does  not  have  it. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXIMUM. 
The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including  suffic- 
ient for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  Attribution 
Committee,  Box  57,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn.  068880,  USA. 

Please  include  your  full  name,  address  and  NI  membership  number. 

********************************************************************** 


ON  PLATED  COINS  OF  QUIETUS  & MACRIANUS 

by  the  late  Larry  Devine , NI  #1832 


The  white  metal  used  to  coat  the  An- 
toniniani  of  Quietus  and  Macrianus  were 
so  base,  that  almost  all  of  their  coins,  no  matter  the  grade,  have  a 
marshy,  porous  undesireable  fabric.  This  coin  is  a rare  exception, 
having  a smooth,  full^silvered , appearance,  and  a grade  of  Extremely 
fine  (the  rev.,  of  course,  is  slightly  weaker). 


QUIETUS,  AD  260-61  . AE  Antoninianus . 
Obv. : Ernp.  facing  rt.  Rev.  : Sol  stg. 
1.;  rt.  hand  raised 3 l.  holding  globe. 
SOL  IN VI CTO . RIC.10.  EF>  full  silvered. 


(A. Ed.  Note:  A thumbnail  sketch  of  these  two  unfortunate  co-emperors. 
When  the  Persians  captured  Valerian 3 his  general  T.  Fnlvius  Macrianus  s 
and  the  praetorian  prefect  selected  the  general's  sons3  Quvetus  and 
Macrianus  as  the  next  emperors.  Quickly  the  general  and  his  son  Ma- 
crianus led  their  troops  to  triumphs  against  the  Persvans , then  set 
out  after  Gallienus  in  Europe , but  were  soon  killed  in  battle.  Mean- 
while Quietus  was  slain  by  the  king  of  Palmyra  in  Emesa. ) 

********************************************************************** 


COINS  DATE  PAPER  MONEY:  The  issue  date  on  paper  money  of  India  and  of 

Nepal  can  be  found  on  the  printed  coin  on  each  note.  India's  Rupee 
notes  show  a rupee  coin  with  date  on  reverse.  Rupee  notes  of  Nepal 
show  their  coin  with  dates  in  native  script  and  Samvat  calendar. 
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